


























 

 

 

 

From the Studio:  

Music Teaching Products 

 

Music educators and publishers have created a vast array of  creative and 
educational products.  There are so many products that it is impossible to 
keep up to date or evaluate the merits of each product.  Most young begin-
ner students come to piano or other music lessons with a background in 
video games, movies, computers, and entertainment.  Their life is so fast-
paced that they need remedial work that is more motivational and entertaining than the students of the 
past.  A larger percentage of students also seem to have some sort of learning disability.  This column was 
set up to offer teaching product suggestions from teachers all over the state.  The Editor has chosen two 
products for the first column.  Please send your favorite successful teaching product information to the 
MMT Editor  via email:  tracy@vicksburg.com.  Please include the title of the product, the company that 
produces it, cost, and a short description of the product and how it has been helpful in your studio.  

MUSIC ACE 1 
COMPUTER SOFTWARE 
COST : $50. 
HARMONIC VISION 
WWW .HARMONICVISION.COM 

Get Ready for Major Scale Duets! has all the 
major scales written out with key signatures and 
fingering in the form of a one-page piece.  It in-
cludes  one and two octaves and the cadence.  An 
interesting teacher duet is included with each scale 
piece.  Extra instructional activities are included at 
the end of the book.  This material provides moti-
vation for learning scales since the duets are clever 
and fun.  It also develops rhythm and coordination 
in matching tempo with the teacher. 

This material is especially effective for late elemen-
tary students who need work with scales or for 
older students to use as a review.  The “Get Ready 
For…” series also includes separate books for mi-
nor scales, pentascales, and chords and arpeggios.     

Music Ace is a computer software CD that works with WINDOWS or 
MAC.  Music Ace 1 provides an effective introduction to music and the 
piano keyboard.  It consists of a series of lessons  that begin with the basics 
of the music staff  through simple scales and also offers interactive ear train-
ing to relate pitch to the music staff.  Each lesson has a related game and a 
doodle pad.  All lessons are animated and colorful and are narrated by the 
animated character, Maestro Max.  It features a question and answer for-
mat  and answer evaluation.  Sound comes through the computer as notes 
are displayed on the staff.   The regular Music Ace 1 CD has space for six 
different students and keeps up with their progress.  Versions of the pro-
gram are also available for piano labs. 

This CD can be used during the lesson time—each lesson takes about 15 
minutes.  It can also be used by the child at home in place of another com-
puter game.  It is also helpful for students in beginning choirs or handbells.  

All students seem to enjoy this.  Music Ace 2 is also available, and a com-
bined 1 and 2 version is available.   
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Get Ready for Major 
Scale Duets! by Rossi and 
McArthur       $5.95 

FJH Music Company Inc. 

Donna Banks accepts plaque from Gary 
Ingle, MTNA Executive Director, in 

commemoration of the 50th Anniversary 
of MMTA celebrated in November 2004 

at Hinds Community College 

Pat Tuley, National 
Certification Chair, 

is honored by 
MMTA 

President - Patsy Simpson, NCTM 

Master Class with Constance Carroll—March 12 

Pianothon  at Northpark Mall—April 2 

 
Music Forum of Jackson was founded April, 1968, 

and is affiliated with MMTA and MTNA 

Martin Canin with Jacob Newberry,Jr.-
Sr. Piano Winner (student of Diane 

Wang) 

What a wonderful 50th Convention! 

SHELBY MARTIN 
AND HAROLD 
THOMPSON 

RECEIVE LIFETIME 
MUSIC AWARDS 
FROM DONNA 
BANKS AT THE 

BANQUET . 
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VMTA started the New Year 
with  Potluck and Parlor Music, 
a special event at First Presbyte-
rian for adult students on Janu-
ary 15.  Students performed 
piano and vocal selections while 
a delicious potluck lunch was 
enjoyed by students, family, 
and friends.   

A Sacred Songs and Solos Re-
cital is scheduled for the last  

Vicksburg Potluck and Parlor Music participants 

Meridian piano students learn about organ pipes in the partially com-
pleted pipe room at Central Methodist  

JCMTA, the first local affilli-
ate, is growing with a mem-
bership of 24 this year.   

Our 2004-2005 year includes 
the following events: 

Nov.14--  Annual Showcase 
Recital 

Jan. 22 -  24th Annual Solo-
Sonata Piano COmpetition 

Mar. 5 -  Ensemble Festival 

April 9 - MMTA Auditions, 
Ellisville  

In addition to these events, a 
number of our members par-
ticipate in the Baptist Hymn 
Festival and the Bach Festival.  

Our slate of officers for this year  
follows: 

     President - Bobbie Smith 

     Vice-President for Programs 
- Angie Armour 

     Vice-President for Member-
ship & Publicity---Janine Beasley 

      Secretary---Kelly Shows 

     Treasurer---MarthaTisdale 

      Historian--Ouida Graves 

 JCMTA lost one of its charter 
members in December. Hazel 
Lewis, 92, of Laurel, MS, died 
on December 21, 2004.   She 
taught piano and organ lessons 
for over sixty years in  

Laurel, MS, and was organist 
for Highland Baptist Church 
for 43  years.  It is estimated 
that Mrs. Lewis taught some 
five to six thousand piano 
and organ students during 
her teaching career.  She also 
served as pianist for the Ro-
tary Club, Lions Club, and 
the Kiwanis Club of Laurel.  
Mrs. Lewis was an active 
member of JCMTA, where 
she faithfully served in many 
capacities.  She was an active 
teacher even into her 90's 
and she will be greatly 
missed.  

Bobbie Smith      

I hope everyone had an enjoyable 
Holiday Season.  Most of us are busy 
preparing our students for the up-
coming Festivals.  

February 12, 2005, will be our 36th 
Annual Bach Festival.  Carol Durham 
has done an outstanding job as Chair-
man this year.  We have over 480 
entries this year: also, an increase in 
the number of teachers participating.   

  

March 12, 2005, we’ll have a Mas-
ter Class with Constance Carroll at 
Millsaps from 9:00 a.m. until 
noon.  Constance will be presented 
in a recital on Friday evening at 
7:30 p.m.  For more information, 
please contact Rachel Heard at 
601-987-8414.   

Greta B. Mills is chairman of our 
Pianothon to be held at Northpark 
Mall on April, 2, 2005.  Each  

LOCAL AFFILIATE NEWS 

 

The League of Meridian Mu-
sic  Teachers held its first fall 
meeting October 1st  at Mis-
sissippi Music.  Dr.  Brenda 
Wilder was our guest clini-
cian, and she presented a pro-
gram on music therapy. 

A student recital for all ages 
was held at Mississippi Music 
in November.  Three teachers 
had students participating. 

The Jackson Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists 
sponsored Pedals, Pipes, and 
Pizza on Saturday, January 
22, 2005.  Piano students 

became acquainted with the 
pipe organ through a lecture 
and demonstration.  Churches 
visited were Central United 
Methodist, First Baptist, and 
St. Patrick Catholic.  A spe-
cial demonstration of the his-
toric theater pipe organ at the 
Temple Theatre concluded 
the special day.  Joyce Tillery, 
Senita Webb, and June Wil-
liams had students participat-
ing. 

Charlotte Mason 
 

LEAGUE OF MERIDIAN MUSIC TEACHERS  

Music Forum of Jackson  

VICKSBURG MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION Sunday in February at First 
Christian. Guild auditions are 
scheduled for March 10-12 at 
First Presbyterian.  The annual 
Beginners Recital will be April 2 
at Westminster Presbyterian.   

Vicksburg auditions will be on 
April 9 at  Bowmar Baptist.  The 
annual Vicksburg Honors Recital 
is planned for the last Sunday in 
April at Hawkins Methodist. 

Barbara Tracy 
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Hattiesburg Music Teachers League 

teachers and students attended 
the Convention at Hinds Com-
munity College with several stu-
dents placing in the Concerto, 
Yamaha and College Competi-
tions.  

Our January program proved to 
be an especially interesting one 
with Biljac Burnside, piano tech-
nician in Hattiesburg and husband 
of our state president.  Biljac 
presented an interesting history 
of tuning.  He helped us identify 
tuning problems we might easily 
encounter and ways in which to 
handle some tuning problems on 
our own.  It was a fun "hands on" 
workshop . 

As we begin final preparations 
for the MFMC Junior Festival on 
February 26, the League will 
provide performance experience 

at four Saturday Recitals on 
February 19.  The MMTA 
Spring Auditions, SSRR and 
our Spring Concert will 
round out the semester.  

Laura Broughton, Composer 
Festival Chairman, is already 
laying plans for our Com-
poser Festival November 
2005.  Our featured com-
poser will be Melody Bober 
who has already written a 
new Rhapsody for the 
League.  We look forward 
to getting to know all her 
music and of course look 
forward to meeting and 
hearing her in person.  All 
MMTA members are wel-
come to attend her work-
shop on Friday, November 
18, 2005.  

The Hattiesburg Music 
Teachers League held its 
opening September meeting 
at Wolfe Gang Music Com-
pany.  Ian Hominick, profes-
sor of piano at Ole Miss, 
shared a wealth of ideas in his 
program, "Practice Tech-
niques for a Secure Mem-
ory".  The program ended 
with an interesting exchange 
of questions and answers with 
the members.  

On Saturday, October 30, the 
HMTL presented four student 
recitals at Mississippi Mu-
sic.  Some of the elemen-
tary, high school and college 
students performed works in 
preparation for the student 
competitions at the State 
MMTA Convention.  Several 

The HMTL is delighted to 
welcome seven new 
members.  New League 
members from the USM 
faculty are Danilo Mezzadre, 
flute, Elizabeth Moak, piano 
and Amber Shay, piano.  New 
independent studio teachers 
are Ashley Holford, piano and 
voice, Olivia Reese, piano and 
voice, and Dolores Saenz, 
cello.  Mary Chung, a USM 
graduate student, is a 2005 star 
recipient member. 

Janice Mesrobian, 
NCTM 
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Hazel Lewis  (1912-2004) 
taught  five to six thousand piano 

and organ students during her 
teaching career. 

Melody Bober 

Music Forum of Tupelo 
Music Forum of Tupelo welcomes new member Lisa Rish. MFT  sponsored 
student recitals in November and February at Monument Drive Baptist Church. 
MFT will host a session, presented by Kristen M. Chase, MM, MT-BC, "An 
Introduction to Music Therapy: Education and Clinical Practice" on April 5th,  

teacher  will be assigned  a 
block of time for their 
students to play. Our 
Spring Luncheon will be 
on May 5, 2005, with 
election of officers for the 
2005-2006 year. 

Best wishes to each of you 
in your  spring semester of 
teaching. 

Patsy Simpson, 
NCTM 

7:30 P.M. at St. Luke UMC. Kristen M. 
Chase is Assistant Professor of Music 
and Director of Music Therapy at Mis-
sissippi University for Women. The 
presentation will highlight specific edu-
cational and clinical requirements of 
music therapists, as well as provide an 
explanation of music therapy clinical 
applications with specific patients/
clients. We welcome her to Tupelo for 
our April meeting and invite area teach-
ers and students for her presentation.   

Sandy Coutoumanos      
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Below you will see pictures of some of the MMTA Board members.  See if you can match the picture 
letter with the correct name and office.    Sign on to the officer page of the MMTA website:     http://
msmusicteachers.org  for the correct answers.  (There are a few extra internet pictures.)  The Sum-
mer MMT will include short biographies of  first year board members.  Board member contact informa-
tion is included on this page and page 19.  Please feel free to contact your board members.  All board 
members are reminded to send pictures to the MMT Editor for the web and the MMT. 

322 Ridge Park Drive, Raymond, MS 39154 
(601) 371-8274 

Organ 

Graham Purkerson Bpurkerson@aol.com 

2340 Welton Place, Dunwoody,GA 30338 
(770) 451-3506 

Piano 

Rachel Heard heardr@millsaps.edu 

3821 Montrose Circle, Jackson,MS 39216  
(601)987-8414 

Strings 

Alexander Russakovsky 

Brass 

Joel Treybig  joel.treybig@usm.edu 

Box 5081, School of Music, USM, Hat-
tiesburg, MS 39406-5081  (601) 549-
9943  

Chamber Music/Jazz 

Paul Hankins phankins@deltastate.edu 

DSU Dept. of Music, Cleveland, MS  
(662) 846-4618 

Guitar 

John Ingwerson ingwersj@bellsouth.net 

arussakovsky@hotmail.com 

211 Chevy Chase Dr. #4, Hattiesburg, 
MS 39401 (601) 579-8163 

Voice 

Cheryl Coker cokercw@millsaps.edu 

5423 Meadow Oaks Park Dr., Jackson, 
MS 39211-4346  (601) 974-1425 

Woodwinds 

Meri Newell mfmaloy@aol.com 

533 Leeville, Rd., Petal, MS 39465   
(601) 544-0093 

MEET THE MMTA BOARD 

PERFORMANCE AREA CHAIRS 
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PRESIDENT 

  Joanna Burnside  inkki@aol.com 

 148 Jervis Mims Road, Hattiesburg, MS 39401(601) 543 -0344 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 

   Angela Willoughby  willough@mc.edu  

 100 Murial St., Clinton, MS 39056   (601) 906 -8040 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

 Donna Banks dbanks@deltastate.edu  

 1209 Farmer, Cleveland, MS 38732  (662) 843 -6319 

VP for STATE, COLLEGE, and NATIONAL COMPETITIONS 

 Ken Ortlepp 

 203 Pinehills Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402   (601) 288 -9327 

VP for MEMBERSHIP 

 Kimberley Davis  Kimberley.Davis@usm.edu  

 Box 5081, School of Music, USM, Hattiesburg, MS 39406 -5081 

 (601) 266-6941 

VP for PRE-COLLEGE ACTIVITIES 

 Jacquelyn Thornell  jsthornell@bellsouth.net  

 5929 Lake Trace Circle, Jackson, MS 39211  (601) 952 -0060 

VP for PUBLIC RELATIONS 

 Barbara Tracy  tracy@vicksburg.com  

 617 Holly Ridge Drive, Vicksburg, MS 39180  (601)638 -3453 

TREASURER 

 Janet  Gray  hgraycpa@bellsouth.net  

 4176 Harper Road, Corinth, MS  38834   (662) 286 -6101 

SECRETARY 

 Gena Everitt  Divamom129@aol.com  

 136 Ashton Park Blvd., Madison, MS 39110  (601)856 -4767 

ASSISTANT to VP for PUBLIC RELATIONS 

 Carolina Whitfield -Smith  Carolina@mymillsaps.com  

 2349 Wild Valley Drive, Jackson, MS 39211  (601) 981 -0819 

CHAIR of THEORY and COMPOSITION 

 Carol Schutzmann  PianoMom7@aol.com  

 7 Pecan Circle, Long Beach, MS 39560  (228) 863 -5198 

CHAIR of CERTIFICATION 

 Tammy Turnage  GulfportMom@aol.com  

 40 Greenbriar Drive, Gulfport, MS 39507  (228) 896 -5566 

CONVENTION LOCAL COORDINATOR 

 Ian Hominick  ihominic@olemiss.edu  

 432 Cherokee Drive, Oxford, MS 38655  (662) 915 -1282 

CHAIR of INDEPENDENT MUSIC TEACHERS FORUM 

 Rosangela Yazbec Sebba  rys@colled.msstate.edu  

 1212 Hwy. 25 South, Apt. 1, Starkville, MS 39759  (662) 325 -2854 
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Golden Triangle Music Forum  

Laura Stokes Stokesstudio@yahoo.com  

202 Rosewood Drive, Starkville, MS 39759   (662)323-4033
    

Grenada Area Music Teachers Association  

Cindy Dugan dugan1229@hotmail.com  

211 Snider Street, Grenada, MS 38901   (662)226-8533 

    

Gulf Coast Music Teachers Association 

Roma DeLaHunt  RDELAHUNT@MSN.COM  

700 Magnolia Street, Long Beach, MS 39560 -5907   (228) 871-5943 

      

Hattiesburg Music Teachers League 

Janice Mesrobian jmesrob@msn.com   

221 E. Lakeside Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402  (601)268-0806 

    

Jones County Music Teachers Association 

Bobbie Smithbobbiesmith@megagate.com 

232 Eastside Drive, Ovett, MS 39464   (601) 344-7274
    

League of Meridian Music Teachers 

Charlotte Mason  

4928 6th Place, Meridian MS 39305   (601) 483-2835 

 

Music Forum of Jackson 

Patsy Simpson patsys@jam.rr.com 

5858 Club View Circle, Jackson, MS 39211   (601) 956-3164 

 

Music Forum of Tupelo 

Sandy Coutoumanos sandycoutoumanos@msn.com 

102 Hinton Circle, Tupelo, MS 38801           (662) 840-2200 

 

South Central Music Teachers Association (Not active this year) 

 

Vicksburg Music Teachers Association 

Barbara Tracy tracy@vicksburg.com  

617 Holly Ridge Drive, Vicksburg, MS 39180            (601) 638-3453 

A few executive committee members check out Rachel Heard’s office at Millsaps. 
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 ____  1.  Angela Willoughby, President-Elect 

 ____   2.  Ian Hominick, 2005 Local Convention Coordinator 

 ____   3.  Graham Purkerson, Organ Performance Chair 

 ____ 4.  Donna Banks, Immediate Past President 

 ____ 5.  Jacquelyn Thornell, VP for Pre-College Activities 

 ____ 6.  Rosangela Sebba, Chair of Independent Music Teachers Forum 

 ____ 7.  Janet Gray, Treasuruer 

 ____ 8.  Paul Hankins, Chamber Music/Jazz Performance Chair 

 ____ 9.  Barbara Tracy, VP for Public Relations 

 ____ 10.  Meri Newell, Woodwind Performance Chair 

 ____ 11. Joanna Burnside, MMTA President  

Upcoming Events 

MTNA 2005 National Conference April 2-6, Seattle 

MMTA Pre-College Auditions April 9 & 16 

MMTA Executive Board Meeting on May 7 at Eudora 
Welty Library, 300 N. State St., Jackson 

SSRR May 14 at Meridian Community College 

Mississippi Keyboard Camp at Hinds, June 19-25 
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Below you will see pictures of some of the MMTA Board members.  See if you can match the picture 
letter with the correct name and office.    Sign on to the officer page of the MMTA website:     http://
msmusicteachers.org  for the correct answers.  (There are a few extra internet pictures.)  The Sum-
mer MMT will include short biographies of  first year board members.  Board member contact informa-
tion is included on this page and page 19.  Please feel free to contact your board members.  All board 
members are reminded to send pictures to the MMT Editor for the web and the MMT. 

322 Ridge Park Drive, Raymond, MS 39154 
(601) 371-8274 

Organ 

Graham Purkerson Bpurkerson@aol.com 

2340 Welton Place, Dunwoody,GA 30338 
(770) 451-3506 

Piano 

Rachel Heard heardr@millsaps.edu 

3821 Montrose Circle, Jackson,MS 39216  
(601)987-8414 

Strings 

Alexander Russakovsky 

Brass 

Joel Treybig  joel.treybig@usm.edu 

Box 5081, School of Music, USM, Hat-
tiesburg, MS 39406-5081  (601) 549-
9943  

Chamber Music/Jazz 

Paul Hankins phankins@deltastate.edu 

DSU Dept. of Music, Cleveland, MS  
(662) 846-4618 

Guitar 

John Ingwerson ingwersj@bellsouth.net 

arussakovsky@hotmail.com 

211 Chevy Chase Dr. #4, Hattiesburg, 
MS 39401 (601) 579-8163 

Voice 

Cheryl Coker cokercw@millsaps.edu 

5423 Meadow Oaks Park Dr., Jackson, 
MS 39211-4346  (601) 974-1425 

Woodwinds 

Meri Newell mfmaloy@aol.com 

533 Leeville, Rd., Petal, MS 39465   
(601) 544-0093 
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PRESIDENT 

  Joanna Burnside  inkki@aol.com 

 148 Jervis Mims Road, Hattiesburg, MS 39401(601) 543 -0344 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 

   Angela Willoughby  willough@mc.edu  

 100 Murial St., Clinton, MS 39056   (601) 906 -8040 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

 Donna Banks dbanks@deltastate.edu  

 1209 Farmer, Cleveland, MS 38732  (662) 843 -6319 

VP for STATE, COLLEGE, and NATIONAL COMPETITIONS 

 Ken Ortlepp 

 203 Pinehills Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402   (601) 288 -9327 

VP for MEMBERSHIP 

 Kimberley Davis  Kimberley.Davis@usm.edu  

 Box 5081, School of Music, USM, Hattiesburg, MS 39406 -5081 

 (601) 266-6941 

VP for PRE-COLLEGE ACTIVITIES 

 Jacquelyn Thornell  jsthornell@bellsouth.net  

 5929 Lake Trace Circle, Jackson, MS 39211  (601) 952 -0060 

VP for PUBLIC RELATIONS 

 Barbara Tracy  tracy@vicksburg.com  

 617 Holly Ridge Drive, Vicksburg, MS 39180  (601)638 -3453 

TREASURER 

 Janet  Gray  hgraycpa@bellsouth.net  

 4176 Harper Road, Corinth, MS  38834   (662) 286 -6101 

SECRETARY 

 Gena Everitt  Divamom129@aol.com  

 136 Ashton Park Blvd., Madison, MS 39110  (601)856 -4767 

ASSISTANT to VP for PUBLIC RELATIONS 

 Carolina Whitfield -Smith  Carolina@mymillsaps.com  

 2349 Wild Valley Drive, Jackson, MS 39211  (601) 981 -0819 

CHAIR of THEORY and COMPOSITION 

 Carol Schutzmann  PianoMom7@aol.com  

 7 Pecan Circle, Long Beach, MS 39560  (228) 863 -5198 

CHAIR of CERTIFICATION 

 Tammy Turnage  GulfportMom@aol.com  

 40 Greenbriar Drive, Gulfport, MS 39507  (228) 896 -5566 

CONVENTION LOCAL COORDINATOR 
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 432 Cherokee Drive, Oxford, MS 38655  (662) 915 -1282 

CHAIR of INDEPENDENT MUSIC TEACHERS FORUM 

 Rosangela Yazbec Sebba  rys@colled.msstate.edu  

 1212 Hwy. 25 South, Apt. 1, Starkville, MS 39759  (662) 325 -2854 

WEBMASTER 

 Handmade Designs  www.handmadedesigns.com  

                  Toll free:  1 -877-467-2660 
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Mississippi Music Teacher is issued three times per year.  Address all communications, 

articles, and pictures to the Editor.  The MMT is now available to the public on the 

MMTA website in PDF format. 

ADVERTISING:  Limited advertising space is available for firms or individuals who 

have a product or service of specific interest or benefit  to MMTA members.  All corre-
spondence regarding advertising should be sent to the assistant editor. 

ADVERTISING RATES (size in inches) 

2 ¼ x 1  $70  

2 ¼ x 2 ¼ $120 

2 ¼ x 4 5/8 $170 

2 ¼ x 7  $240 

4 5/8 x 4 5/8 $275 

4 5/8 x 7 (half page) $500 

7 x 9 ¼ (full page) $900 

Barbara Tracy, MMT Editor 
EMAIL:   tracy@vicksburg.com 

617 Holly Ridge Drive 
Vicksburg, MS 39180   

(601) 638-3453 
 

Carolina Whitfield-Smith, Assistant Editor 
EMAIL:  carolina@mymillsaps.com 

2349 Wild Valley Dr. 
Jackson, MS 39211 

(601) 981-0819 

O FFICIAL PUBLICATION OF MISSISSIPPI MUSIC 
TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

AFFILIATED WITH MUSIC TEACHERS NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION 

MISSISSIPPI MUSIC TEACHER 

W E’ RE ON THE   WEB  

HTTP : / / MSMUSICTEACHERS . ORG  

Membership in Mississippi Music Teachers Association is open to individuals profes-
sionally engaged in any field of musical activity.  Since MMTA is a state affiliate of Mu-
sic Teachers National Association, all membership is handled through national head-
quarters.   Please check the MTNA website http://www.mtna.org/home.htm or the 

MMTA VP for Membership for membership information or application forms. 

2005 MMTA CONFERENCE  
will be at   

University of Mississippi in 
Oxford, MS 

November 3-5, 2005 

Plan to fill one of the seats 
above in the Ford Perform-
ing Arts Center on the Ole 

Miss Campus 
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