
 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF MISSISSIPPI MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
AFFILIATED WITH MUSIC TEACHERS NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

WINTER  2008 VOLUME 24, ISSUE 1 

MISSISSIPPI MUSIC TEACHER 

IINSIDENSIDE  THISTHIS   ISSUEISSUE ::   

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 2 

FOUNDATION FELLOW 2 

OFFICER REPORTS 3-8 

CONFERENCE PICTURES 9-12 

LOCAL AFFILIATES 13-
15 

FALL STUDENT  
WINNERS 

16-
19 

FROM THE STUDIO 20 

Calendar 21 

James JohnsonJames JohnsonJames Johnson   

University of Southern MississippiUniversity of Southern MississippiUniversity of Southern Mississippi   



 

 

 

My activities have been somewhat limited since November’s con-
ference meeting, due mostly to the holidays and the brief time 
between the meetings.  I recently returned from the Southern Di-
vision competitions and meetings in Greenville, South Carolina, 
at Furman University.  I monitored competitions almost constantly 
for the three-day competition but was able to hear a few perform-
ances of Mississippi entrants and delivered their travel reim-
bursement checks following each performance.  I was very proud 
of all of them—they represented us well, and although we had no 
winners or alternates, we did have five to receive Honorable 
Mentions.  I also attended two banquets with other state presi-
dents and officials of Southern Division.  It was a great opportu-
nity for sharing ideas and getting to know teachers from our sister 
states in the Division.   
In the coming month, I will assist with preparations for the colle-
giate competition in Hattiesburg on the 1st of March and investi-
gate possibilities for next year’s venues.    

Angela Willoughby, President 

Message from the President 
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Sharon Lebsack , MTNA Fellow  Sharon Lebsack has been extremely active in MTNA and 
MMTA.  She has held many positions, among them MMTA President and Southern Division Certification 
Commissioner, as well as Southern Division High School Competitions Chair.  She has been MMTA Com-
petitions Chair  in the past and is currently serving in that position.  Sharon, a retired instructor from the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi, served more than 38 years at USM as flute, harp, and chamber music in-
structor.  She earned the Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Mu-
sic and Master of Music degrees from the University of 
Northern Colorado.  She has served as principal flutist with 
orchestras in Colorado, Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida.  
She served many years in  the Meridian Symphony and the 
Southerly Winds Chamber Ensemble. Sharon is also a pro-
ficient harpist and has appeared with the Pensacola Sym-
phony, Mobile Opera, Mobile Port Symphony, Opera South 
and the Mississippi Opera Association in that capacity.  
Sharon, a past national President of Tau Beta Sigma honor-
ary music society, was awarded the Outstanding Service to 
Music Award in 1978, and became the first woman initiated 
into Kappa Kappa Psi, a national honorary music fraternity.   
Sharon was one of the featured performers in the Missis-
sippi Bicentennial Concert in 1976 at the Kennedy Center in 
Washington, D.C., and her performance credits include 
PBS broadcasts of  William Grant Still’s opera “Bayou Leg-
end” and the Meridian Symphony, as well as two recordings 
for Shawnee Press and new releases of works by American 
composers Katherine Hoover and Samuel Adler.  She was 
recently featured along with Rachel Van Voorhees, harp-
ist, in the Mozart Concerto for Flute and Harp with the Me-
ridian Symphony.  

Sharon Lebsack with  her  mother at her side is 
honored as MMTA’s 2008 MTNA Foundation  
Fellow at  the Fall 2007 Conference Banquet.   



 

 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
As President-elect of MMTA, I would like to report that from all accounts, 
the 2007 Conference at the University of Southern Mississippi was very 
successful .  The faculty at USM was especially helpful for which I am eter-
nally grateful.  We had sixty teachers register for our two and a half day 
conference, and there were seventy-five people who attended the Friday 
evening recital performed by James Johnson, our featured artist.  We had 
many teachers take advantage of our various sessions with the highest at-
tended events being one of E.L. Lancaster’s lectures (30) and the James 
Johnson masterclass (32).  We had twelve different sessions, five master-
classes, two conference recitals, two meetings, two luncheons, two recep-
tions, one commissioned composition performance, one banquet, one lec-
ture.recital, plus all of our many competitions available for our teachers!  
Comments collected in our suggestion box reflected that everyone likes 
what we are doing and therefore we should keep doing it.  With your help, it is my intention to go 
forth and “just do it” again.   
I am excited to announce that next fall’s conference will be held at: 

2008 MMTA Fall Conference 
Mississippi College, Clinton, MS 

October 30, 31, & November 1  
The earlier  weekend was chosen in order to avoid regional NATS.  We are in the very early 
stages of organizing the conference schedule.  Next year’s “Conference Artist” rotation will be 
Chamber Music so I will be looking for guest artist ideas from our conference committee mem-
bers.  Robert Vandall, pianist and composer, has also contacted us about presenting.  With your 
support, I will look into this possibility with the help of Alfred Publishing.  E. L. Lancaster was such 
an amazing asset to our 2007 conference.  The only way we could afford him with through the 
generosity of Alfred. 
I would like to again encourage our MMTA membership-at-large to submit proposals for sessions 
and/or lecture demonstrations.  I believe that this aspect of our 2007 conference worked quite 
well.  From the submitted proposals, I will then do my best to present a balanced and diverse pro-
gram aimed at presenting sessions for all of our members.  I will post the call for proposals in our 
spring newsletter and also through an e-mail.  Formal proposals should include a brief description 
of the presentation to be given.  The presentation itself should be 50-minutes in length.  The 
deadline for submission of topic proposals is May 30th, 2008. 
Some of the topics which were suggested in 2006 but not presented in 2007 were: 
• Understanding the different personality types in our students 
• Preparing students for MMTA Pre-College auditions:  theory, technical skills, sight reading. 
• Group and partner lessons including lesson plans, activities, etc. 
• Knowledge of the proper performance styles for each of the different historical time periods 

(other than the Baroque!) 
(continued on next page) 
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Rachel Heard 



 

 

 

President - Annette Joe NCTM 

 

Bach Festival—February 2 at Hinds CC 
Music Forum of Jackson was founded April, 1968, 

and is affiliated with MMTA and MTNA 
 

HATTIESBURGHATTIESBURGHATTIESBURG   

MUSIC TEACHERS LEAGUEMUSIC TEACHERS LEAGUEMUSIC TEACHERS LEAGUE   

 

One other member suggested having an annual presentation of “Local 
Association of the Year.”  During the Friday evening banquet we would 
allow an association the opportunity to describe their various programs 
and festivals.  We could then rotate through all of our locals each year 
during the formal banquet.  This might encourage more member par-
ticipation in our banquets (and conference) and also provide a theme 
or activity for the evening. 

I look forward to working closely with each of you as we begin making 
our plans for next fall’s conference at Mississippi College. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

etv{xÄ [xtÜw  
President-elect MMTA    

 heardr@millsaps.edu 
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PRESIDENT-ELECT (CONTINUED) 



 

 

My activities for this quarter have included receiving dues reports and rebate 
checks from the national MTNA office, sending the checks to our Treasurer 
(Andrea Cheeseman), and then updating our local website with changes to 
the membership as noted within dues reports from the national office. 

I have also continued trying to make our website more user-friendly.  Our 
webmaster Heidi Leben has worked very quickly to make the changes I have 
requested.  Additionally, I have answered many emails regarding the new 
password and various other questions and comments from the membership.  

Other tasks for this quarter have included corresponding with Elaine 
Donaldson at the national office regarding membership dues rates and loca-
tion of names of members who were missing from our databases.  

Please check to make sure your membership information including your cur-
rent email address is correct on the website.   Please contact me if you need 
the “members only” password to access information on the website. 

Respectfully submitted, 

`xÄÉwç [tÇuxÜÜç 
Vice President for Membership and Web Management    

VP FOR MEMBERSHIP AND WEB MANAGEMENT 
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Melody Hanberry 

VP for Membership and Web 
Management 
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VP FOR NATIONAL COMPETITIONS AND COLLEGIATE ACTIVITIES 

The results of the Southern Division Competitions find the State of Mississippi with 5 
Honorable Mention Performers.  They are: 

Junior Woodwinds—Nicholas Foster, student of Lawrence Gwozdz 

Young Artist Brass—Grant Futch, student of Bruce Tychinski, USM 

Young Artist Piano—Walt Lott, student of Rachel Heard, Millsaps College 

Young Artist Voice—Jacqueline Coale, student of Cheryl Coker, Millsaps College 

Young Artist Woodwinds—Carlos Feller, student of Danilo Mezzadri, USM 
We send our congratulations to these students, their teachers and their accompanists. 

 

The application deadline for the State Level College Competitions was February 1.  The application proc-
ess is ONLINE and the process has been made fairly simple.  The MMTA website 
( www.msmusicteachers.org) has information under Student Activities.  Across the top of the page you will 
find several buttons.  Click on “College Information” to find rules, guidelines and repertoire.  The applica-
tion for solo entries is “College Competition Application”, and chamber music entries should use “College 
Chamber Application.”   Two solo events can now be included on one application form. 

Please contact me with questions or problems via phone (601 543-7096) or email. 

State Level Competitions will be held on Saturday, March 1, on the USM campus in Hattiesburg.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

f{tÜÉÇ _xuátv~ 
VP for National Competitions and 
Collegiate Activities  

 

Sharon Lebsack 



 

 

The 2007 Pre-College Concerto Competition had twenty registrants, six in 
strings and 14 in piano.  The Competition was held at 1:30PM on Saturday, 
November 3, as part of the 2007 MMTA Fall Conference at USM.  Angie Wil-
loughby and Gail Fox assisted me with the competition. 
Meridian Community College will host  SSRR on May 3, 2008.  We will re-
duce the number of recital venues from five to four.  After extensive conversa-
tions over a three-month period,   John Allegrezza has agreed to provide two 
medium size grand pianos for our use.   Gail Fox already has the medals and 
ribbons.  I hope to arrange to have the forms sent to me electronically at the 
same time they are sent to the Pre-College Testing VP (as was done for the 
Concerto Competition).  This will avoid the mail delays encountered last year, al-
though I will still need the original forms. 
My primary problem is as I mentioned last spring;  I will not be present for the May 3 date in Merid-
ian and must have someone to step in and serve as De Facto Chair for the event.  I will still do all 
the preparatory work and the Tupelo teachers have assured me they will transport the materials 
needed on Friday, May 2. 
I plan to work with Donna Banks to ensure that the few problems that we encountered regarding 
accurate syllabus information are resolved, so there will be fewer discrepancies between past and 
present requirements.  

]tÇxà ZÜtç  
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VP FOR PRE-COLLEGE PERFORMANCES 

Janet Gray 

MTNA has not named the MTNA-Shepherd Distinguished 
Composer of the Year.  We are still hopeful that Jason 
Bahr and his composition Tipping Point will be selected.  
The search is underway for a composer for 2008. 

There were no entries again this year in the student com-
position competition.  I know that some MMTA teachers 
have talented students who compose their own music!   
While it is difficult to include composition in regular lesson 
time, consider offering a one or two-week Summer 
Composition Camp in your studio.  Then you can en-
courage those students to enter their compositions in 
the fall. 

It has crossed my mind that perhaps young composers need an extra boost to spark 
their interest.  I’d like to suggest that each local affiliate find a venue for students to per-
form their compositions in an association recital.  This would give them the opportunity 
to have their music heard.  The positive feedback might well inspire others to attempt 
an original composition.  The pieces can be short – eight or sixteen measures – and 
may be handwritten.  There is no requirement that the manuscript be computer-
generated.  I firmly believe that if we offer more opportunities for student compositions 
to be heard, then we will soon have more students composing!    

                                                                  VtÜÉÄ fv{âàéÅtÇÇ, NCTM 

THEORY AND COMPOSITION CHAIR 

Gail Lewinsky, Jackie Edwards-Henry and Jason Bahr after 
performance of the 2007 Commissioned Composition 



 

 

MISSISSIPPI MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
Profit and Loss  July 1, 2007 – January, 2008 

 

  
 
 
Income 
 
 Conference     $5,594.00 
            (includes $2875. in grants) 
   
 Interest, Katrina, dues rebates            7,444.37 
          
         MMT Ads           998.50 
  
 
                                            Total Income    $14,036.87 
 
Expense 
 
 Conference Expense          $10,208.42 
 Executive Committee Expense       727.75 
 Operating Expense      1,740.65 
 Newsletter /Website         612.69 
 Pre-College Expense      1,632.43 
    
                                                          
             Total Expense  $14,921.94 
 
     Net Income:            -885.07 
 
    January 19, 2008      Total Assets:  $20,788.95   

Andrea Cheeseman 
Treasurer 
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Morning Meeting:  Has anyone seen the IHOP breakfast delivery? 

WOW, sixty registered teachers—that’s over 25%! 

Kimberley, High Tech Secretary Ready for class….. 



 

 

 

 
PAGE 10 MISSISSIPPI MUSIC TEACHER 



 

 

. 

 
PAGE 11 MISSISSIPPI MUSIC TEACHER 

USM New Faculty Concert 
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LOCAL AFFILIATE NEWS—GULF COAST MUSIC TEACHERS                   
      ASSOCIATION 

Gulf Coast Music Teachers Association has maintained a “move forward” attitude during the last year.   
Although our membership has once again taken a dive, our remaining teachers are determined to con-
tinue providing excellence in music instruction and opportunity.  Highlights of the past year for our asso-
ciation take form in members who have been honored.  You know already that Carol Schutzmann was 
honored as a Foundation Fellow at the last National Conference.  She also represented The Gulf Coast 
and the State when she was invited to Tennessee to receive funds for teachers impacted by Hurricane 
Katrina.  The Gulf Coast was asked to prepare a video of recipient teachers to accompany the presenta-
tions.  We were able to get a few of the teachers together to tape an informal group interview. 

Elsie Barnes was honored by a local community choir during Black History Month.  If I had not been asked 
to participate in that myself, I may never have realized what a marvelous story hers is!  Elsie not only has 
excellent credentials, but her legacy is evidenced by the commendations and successes her students 
have acquired throughout her career.  Another testament to the determination of Gulf Coast teachers is 
the percentage of our students from Pre-college who qualified for SSRR.  Though not all qualifying stu-
dents were able to attend, we were still represented by many wonderful young musicians.  Most recently, 
Gulf Coast students were very glad the Clavinova Festival (sponsored by Yamaha) was once again at 
Edgewater Mall.  Performances were varied, solo and group, and everyone had a lot of fun!  

GCMTA once again awarded two high school seniors for their years of music study, dedication, and per-
formance accomplishments.  Our  first and second place winners are now at  Mississippi State and Uni-
versity of Mississippi furthering their 
performance skills. 

As president of GCMTA, I was con-
tacted a couple months ago by San 
Jose Piano Club regarding their de-
sire to continue helping teachers af-
fected by Hurricane Katrina.  Peggy 
Peterson suggested we find a way to 
direct their generosity to members of 
music associations in mid-America 
impacted so severely by tornadoes 
earlier this year.  We look forward to 
MMTA officers helping us find a way 
to accomplish this and lend our own 
support to that area. 

Finally, GCMTA has made a few or-
ganizational changes:  Increasing 
local dues by a small amount and re-
writing our Constitution and Bylaws 
to more closely resemble that of 
MMTA.  We are also working on 
ideas to promote ourselves more 
prominently and gain new  members.  
Your input toward this effort would 
be appreciated! 

läÉÇÇx lÉâÇz@`vZÜtà{, B.M. 

President, GCMTA 

http://MississippiMusic.com 

  601-264-0150 Hattiesburg       

 601-922-1200  Jackson     

 601-693-6317   Meridian 

228-388-6547 Biloxi 
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Music Form of Jackson had its first meeting on September 14 at Allegrezza Music Co.  Dr. Melody A. Hanberry pre-
sented a workshop entitled “Does Practice make Perfect?”, sharing her research paper:  “Practicing:  Pedagogical 
Applications of Current rResearch”.  Our MMTA President, Dr. Angela Willoughby, gave the group information about 
MMTA with emphasis on its certification program.  Sandra Allegrezza Bethea hosted a reception for the large group 
of members and guests.  The second meeting on October 12 was at Morrison Brothers Music Co. in their Media 
Room.  Program Vice President, Tricia Dennis, presented three videos of masterclasses and lectures by Amanda 
Vick Lethco, Nelita True, and Luiz de Moura Castro.  The 2007 Sonata/Sonatina Festival, chaired by Sandra Polan-
ski, was November 10 at Millsaps College.  This festival is for students of MFOJ teachers only and includes Elemen-
tary, Junior High, Senior High, College I and II Performance Levels.  November 29 featured  the Christmas luncheon 
at Nick’s restaurant.  Jane Fox, our Social chair, planned a great menu and entertainment for members and guests 
at this annual event. 

Membership chair, Debbie Barnes, announced that we have added 10 new members this year.  Our emphasis is 
reaching out to the many music teachers in our area who are not affiliated with MFOJ, MMTA, and MTNA..   

MFOJ hosted a free concert at Aven Hall Auditorium on January 25.  The guest artist was Ukrainian pianist Alexei 
Grynyuk, an incredible young performer. 

The 2008 Bach Festival chaired by Carol Durham took place at Hinds Community College on February 2. 

Officers include:  Annette Joe NCTM (Pres.), Tricia Dennis (VP-Programs), Jacquelyn Thornell (VP-Public Rela-
tions), Patsy Simpson (Recording Sec.), Brenda Sullican (Treas.), Sandra Polanski (Sonata Chair), Kay Johnson 
(MMTA Aud.), Jane Fox (Social Chair), Kathie Lott NCTM (Pres.-Elect), Debbie Barnes (VP-Membership), Gena 
Everitt (Past Pres.), Carolina Whitfield-Smith (Corres. Sec.), Mildred Anderson (Historian), Carol Durham (Bach 
Fest), Greta Barbour Mills (Pianothon Chair), Christy Turner (Telephone). 

TÇÇxààx ]Éx NCTM, President    

LOCAL AFFILIATE NEWS—MUSIC FORUM OF JACKSON 

JCMTA events for 2007-2008 include Showcase Recital on November 11, Solo-Sonatina Festival on 
January 19, Ensemble Festival on February 9 and MMTA Auditions on April 5 at JCJC. 

Officers include Janine Beasley (Pres.), Bobbie Smith (VP for Programs), Lynn Butler (VP for Member-
ship and Publicity), Kelly Shows (Sec.), Martha Tisdale (Treas.) and Marilyn Huff (Historian).  Commit-
tee chairs include Kelly Shows (Nominating), Lynn Butler (Senior Scholarship, Camp and JCJC), Janine 
Beasley (Solo-Sonatina), Lynn Butler (Showcase Re-
cital), Martha Tisdale (Program and Yearbook), Kelly 
Shows (Ensemble Fest), and Ellen Gunn (MMTA Audi-
tions).  

]tÇ|Çx UxtáÄxç, President 

LOCAL AFFILIATE NEWS— 
JONES COUNTY MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

Pianos, teacher referrals, rentals, digital pianos, organs, band 
instruments, books, software, leasing & moving       

127 dyess road, ridgeland, ms 39157-4411 

morrison brothers music inc. 
1-800-932-0934        601-956-0135 

   http://www.mobro.net    
“your full line music store since 1972” 

Adam Perry:  sales 
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LOCAL AFFILIATE NEWS—VICKSBURG MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

Vicksburg Music Teachers presented the students above in the annual Boys’ Recital on October 28, 2007, 
at First Presbyterian Chapel.  The Sacred Songs, Solos, and Ensembles Recital was February 17 at First 
Christian Church.  The Beginners’ Recital is planned for March 29, and Vicksburg Honors Recital on April 
20.  MMTA Vicksburg Auditions will be April 5 at Bowmar Baptist Church.  Auditioning students will be using 
all grand pianos this year since the church has added an additional grand.  Tentative plans are for a recital 
featuring college keyboard students who started their study in Vicksburg.  Linda Carnes is treasurer and 
Jeanne Evans is in charge of recital programs.  VMTA welcomes a new member from Natchez, Tony An-
thony Gordon.  His area is piano and he is at Alcorn SU.  We also welcome Denise Ragsdale (piano), a 

graduate of MSU.  UtÜutÜt gÜtvç  President 

LOCAL AFFILIATE NEWS—MUSIC FORUM OF TUPELO 

Music Forum of Tupelo met at the home of Sandy Coutoumanos on September 4.  Members and pro-
spective member, Jo Orr, enjoyed a delicious meal.  A memorial was given to Lawndale Presbyterian 
Church in memory of MFOT member, Mary Katherine Stevens.   MMTA Pre-College Auditions will be held 
on March 29 at Northeast Community College.  Piano Discoveries will be June 8-14 at Ole Miss and Mis-
sissippi College Music Camp will be July 6-12.  Darwin Brooks presented a Finale workshop on January 
12 at Monument Drive Baptist Church.  The Area Keyboard Festival (Baptist)  was held on January 29 at 
Harrisburg Baptist Church.  A General Recital was held on February 5 at Monument Dr. Baptist Church.  
Honors Recital will be on April 20.   Officers include Sandy Coutoumanos (Pres./Treas.), Peggy Oakes 
(VP-Publicity), Darwin Brooks (VP– Recitals) and Ann Kay (Secretary). 

ftÇwç VÉâàÉâÅtÇÉá  President 
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2007 MMTA Fall Conference Competition Results 
November 2-3, 2007, University of Southern Mississippi 

MTNA: 
Junior Strings:   Winner- Jocelyn Zhu (Song Xie) 
                           Alt.- Rosalie Doerksen (Robert Riggs) 
Young Artist Strings:  Winner- Bonnie Brown (Connie Heard) 
                          Alt.- Rachel Reese (Song Xie) 
                          Hon. Men.- Mayara Velasquez (A. Russakovsky) 
Young Artist Brass:  Winner- Grant Futch (Bruce Tychinski) 
                          Alt.- Andrew Trimble (Daniel Kelly) 
                          Hon. Men.- Brian Paden (Bruce Tychinski) 
Junior Piano:  Winner- Taide Ding  (Ian Hominick) 
                          Alt.- Scott Chen (Cristina Moreland) 
Young Artist Piano:  Winner- Walt Lott (Rachel Heard) 
                          Alt.- Sarah Sachs (Stephen Sachs) 
                          Hon. Men.- Brian Murphy (Angela Willoughby) 
                          Hon. Men.- Sarah Jones (Stephen Sachs) 
Chamber Music:  
         Winners-  The Major Ninth Quintet (USM coach-Daniel Kelly) 
         Alt.-  The Might 5 Horn Quintet (USM coach-Heidi Lucas) 
         Hon. Men.- Yanageselmaha Sax Ensemble   
                                       (MSU coach-Sheri Falcone) 
Senior Woodwinds:  Winner-  Nicholas Foster  
                                       (Lawrence Gwozdz) 
                         Alt.- Maria R. Miller (Marcia Cochran) 
Young Artist Woodwinds:  Winner- Carlos Feller  
                                              (Danilo Mezzadri) 
                        Alt.- Clifton Rybick (Sheri Falcone) 
Young Artist Voice: Winner– Jacqueline Coale (Cheryl Coker) 
                         Alt– Vertecia Hodge (Phyllis Lewis-Hale 
                          Hon. Men.– Yosheeyaw Bogan                                                    

 (Phyllis Lewis-Hale) 
 

Junior Strings 

Brass Winner 

Brass  
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MTNA Vocal winners 

MTNA Vocal winner and second place 

Young Artist Piano Winner Young Artist Piano second place and honorable mention 

Junior Piano winner and second place 

Young Artist Strings alternate 
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PRE-COLLEGE CONCERTO RESULTS 
Elem. Strings:  1st- Wynter Hilbun (Gail Fox) 
Junior Strings:  
     1st- Rosalie Doerksen (Robert Riggs) 
           2- Alex Fan (Gail Fox) 
                        2- Henry Wang (Gail Fox) 
Senior Strings:  1st- Hannah Reese (Song Xie) 
Elem. Piano:  
    1st- Joelle Young (Adrienne Park) 
           2- Elizabeth Liu (Rachel Heard) 
               3- Shevanti Retnam (Stacy Rodgers) 
                       HM- Allan Huang (Jan Mesrobian) 

Junior Piano:   
      1st- Taide Ding (Ian Hominick) 
               2- Erin Dyer (Stacy Rodgers) 
                   3- Rosalie Doerksen (Ian Hominick) 
                       HM- Dora Chen (Stacy Rodgers) 
 
Senior Piano:   
    1st- Jonathan Feng (Edna Mae McCoy) 
           2-Shaoxin Liu (Rachel Heard) 
               3-Kayla Carter (Sandy Coutoumanos) 
                HM- Tyler Pirkle (Sandy Coutoumanos) 



 

 

From the Studio:  
Music Teaching Products 

 

  We recently had to make a technology decision about whether 
to replace our sick TV or do costly repairs on something that will 
be outdated in the next few months.   There are so many enter-

tainment sources out there, and I can soon watch high-definition movies on a nice 
flat screen or even sign up for Apple TV and rent movies just by using a remote.  I 
can do all this from my couch with the new TV. 

I imagine all of you are encouraging extra practice time as we head toward our an-
nual auditions, and I also know that most of my students probably have many more 
entertainment  devices in their homes than I have.   The governor 
is encouraging exercise, and we all can encourage finger and 
mind exercise.  It is a real joy to be able to make music without 
having to hook up to an entertainment service.  It is also better 
exercise for our brains.  Take a tip from the swan on the left—
spread your wings and make music.  Maybe the enthusiasm will 
encourage some of our students to increase their skills to make 
music without a TV, ipod or video game.  “It’s all in the mind.”  

                                      Barbara Tracy     tracy@vicksburg.com 

I have recently used some new materials from FJH music 
called “In Recital.”  This series includes 4 sets of books:  In 
Recital Throughout the Year (two volumes available), In Re-
cital with Classical Themes, In Recital Duets, and In Recital 
with Christmas Favorites.  All are edited by Helen Marlais, 
and all the books include CD’s.  The Classical Themes se-
ries is a good source of material for older beginners or 
adults.   It includes good arrangements of some of the beau-
tiful classical themes that many students have not even 
heard.  The “In Recital Throughout the Year” volumes  in-
clude some wonderful new teaching pieces by the FJH com-
posers.  Several duets are also included in the “Throughout 
the Year” or Classical Theme” series.  All the books include 
explanatory information and each series is offered with a 
book for each level starting with Early Elementary to Late 
Intermediate.  Each book costs about $7 and includes about 
8-13 selections.  
Check out your music store or music website for these new 
products.  

                   “In Recital” by FJH Music   

FROM THE MMT EDITOR  

Please send your favorite successful teaching product information to the MMT Editor via email:  
tracy@vicksburg.com.  Please include the title of the product, the company that produces it, cost, and a 
short description of the product and how it has been helpful in your studio.  
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Calendar 
March 1:  Collegiate auditions at USM 

2008 Pre-College Audition dates:   
March 29 :  Hattiesburg, Tupelo, Cleveland, Meridian 

 April 5 : Ellisville, Gulf Coast, Columbus/Starkville, Oxford, 
Vicksburg, and Jackson  

 
2008 SSRR  May 3 at Meridian Community College 
2008 MMTA Fall Conference Oct. 30-Nov.1 at MC 

Experience the Organ 

http://www.agocal.org 

Need a Sunday job?  

Consider organ study… 
Jackson Chapter American Guild of Organists 
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          Golden Triangle Music Forum  

          Laura Stokes Stokesstudio@yahoo.com  (new address) 

  3995 Webster St., Maben, MS 39750      (662)769-1778  

 Gulf Coast Music Teachers Association 

       Yvonne Young-McGrath mcgmomx4@bellsouth.net 

753 Canterbury Dr, Biloxi, MS 39532-4303                  (228) 617-9127  

    Hattiesburg Music Teachers League 

                     Janice Mesrobian jmesrob@msn.com   

  221 E. Lakeside Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39402       (601)268-0806 

 Jones County Music Teachers Association 

               Janine Beasley    music@beasinc.com 

  3122 N. 5th Ave., laurel, MS 39440      (601) 649-9240  

        League of Meridian Music Teachers 

                                           June Williams 
100 38th St.,,  Meridian, MS  39311                              (601) 482-4107 

                    Music Forum of Jackson 

                   Annette Joe edwardjoe@bellsouth.net  

620 Wendover Dr, Ridgeland, MS39157-2849              (601) 853-6867 

                   Music Forum of Tupelo 

          Sandy Coutoumanos sandycoutoumanos@msn.com 

  102 Hinton Circle, Tupelo, MS 38801                       (662)  840-2200 

 Vicksburg Music Teachers Association 

                     Barbara Tracy tracy@vicksburg.com  

  617 Holly Ridge Drive, Vicksburg, MS 39180           (601)  638-3453 

WEBMASTER 

   Handmade Designs  www.handmadedesigns.com 

   Toll free:  1-877-467-2660 

ASSISTANT to VP for PUBLIC RELATIONS 

      Jeanne Evans  ajevans88@bellsouth.net 

       3140 Drummond St., Vicksburg, MS 39180 (601) 634-0826 

 

PRESIDENT 

        Angela Willoughby  willough@mc.edu 

       100 Murial St., Clinton, MS 39056   (601) 906-8040 

PRESIDENT-ELECT        

       Rachel Heard heardr@millsaps.edu                                                                                                                                                                   

       3821 Montrose Circle, Jackson,MS 39216  (601)987-8414 

 IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT     

       Joanna Burnside  inkki@aol.com 

      148 Jervis Mims Road, Hattiesburg, MS 39401  (601) 310-1807 

 VP for STATE, COLLEGE, and NATIONAL COMPETITIONS 

     Sharon Lebsack  sharon_lebsack@comcast.net 

      P. O. Box 15905 

      Hattiesburg, MS 39404-5905    (601) 543-7096 

VP for MEMBERSHIP and WEBSITE 

      Melody Hanberry  hanberry@mc.edu 

      Mississippi College, Box 4021, Clinton, MS 39056  (601) 925-3230 

VP for PRE-COLLEGE AUDITIONS 

      Donna Banks  dbanks@deltastate.edu 

      DSU Music Dept., Cleveland MS 38733  (662) 843-6319 

VP for PRE-COLLEGE PERFORMANCES 

      Janet  Gray  hgraycpa@bellsouth.net 

     4176 Harper Road, Corinth, MS  38834   (662) 286-6101 

 VP for PUBLIC RELATIONS 

       Barbara Tracy  tracy@vicksburg.com 

       617 Holly Ridge Drive, Vicksburg, MS 39180  (601)638-3453 

TREASURER 

       Andrea Cheeseman  alcheeseman@yahoo.com 

       313 S. Bolivar Ave, Cleveland, MS 38732   (662)  846-4608 

SECRETARY      

     Kimberley Davis  Kimberley.Davis@usm.edu 

     Box 5081, School of Music, USM, Hattiesburg, MS 39406-5081 

     (601) 266-6941 

 CHAIR of THEORY and COMPOSITION 

      Carol Schutzmann  PianoMom7@aol.com 

      7 Pecan Circle, Long Beach, MS 39560  (228) 863-5198 

CHAIR of INDEPENDENT MUSIC TEACHERS FORUM 

      Rosangela Yazbec Sebba  rys@colled.msstate.edu 

      1212 Hwy. 25 South, Apt. 1, Starkville, MS 39759  (662) 325-2854 

CERTIFICATION CHAIR 

       Libby Vanatta       ballade2@aol.com 

        30 Overlook Pt., Hattiesburg, MS  39402  (601) 819-0139 
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Membership in Mississippi Music Teachers Association is open to individuals 
professionally engaged in any field of musical activity.  Since MMTA  is a state 

affiliate of Music Teachers National Association, all membership is handled 
through national headquarters.   Please check the MTNA website http://

www.mtna.org/home.htm or the MMTA VP for Membership for membership infor-
mation or application forms. 

 

Mississippi Music Teacher is issued three times per year.  Address all 
communications, articles, and pictures to the Editor.  The MMT is now 

available to the public on the MMTA website in PDF format. 

ADVERTISING:  Limited advertising space is available for firms or indi-
viduals who have a product or service of specific interest or benefit  to 
MMTA members.  All correspondence regarding advertising should be 

sent to the assistant editor. 

YEARLY ADVERTISING RATES (size in inches) 

2 ¼ x 1  $70  

2 ¼ x 2 ¼ $120 

2 ¼ x 4 5/8 $170 

2 ¼ x 7  $240 

4 5/8 x 4 5/8 $275 

4 5/8 x 7 (half page) $500 

7 x 9 ¼ (full page) $900 

Barbara Tracy, MMT Editor 
EMAIL:   tracy@vicksburg.com 

617 Holly Ridge Drive 
Vicksburg, MS 39180   

(601) 638-3453 
 

Jeanne Evans, Assistant Editor 
EMAIL:  ajevans88@bellsouth.net 

3140 Drummond St. 
Vicksburg, MS 39180 

(601) 634-0826  

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF MISSISSIPPI MUSIC 
TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

AFFILIATED WITH MUSIC TEACHERS NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION 

MISSISSIPPI MUSIC TEACHER 

W E’RE ON THE  WEB 

HTTP:// MSMUSICTEACHERS.ORG 


