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Message from the President  

Another summer has come and gone and here we are … 
back in the thick of things!  I sincerely hope that all of our 
members are doing well and will enjoy both learning 
from and sharing expertise with our young musicians 
from across the State.  Here’s to a rewarding year of 
teaching and music-making! 

Our President-elect, Barbara Tracy, will be taking the 
reigns of MMTA in November once the Conference has 
concluded.  Barbara will also be travelling to Cincinnati in 
September to represent MMTA at the National 
Leadership Summit.  She has also lined up a fine roster 
for our November conference at Belhaven University, and 
I hope to see many of you there. 

one has been filled.  Ellen Elder has graciously accepted the nomination of President-elect.  
Roseangela Sebba has accepted the nomination of VP for MTNA and Collegiate Competitions.  We 
have yet to secure a nominee for VP for Pre-College Evaluations. Thank you to our nominating 
committee of Edna Mae McCoy, Theresa Sanchez and Jacqueline Thornell.  We will vote on the 
nominations at our November Conference Full Board Meeting.  Additionally, Victoria Johnson has 
accepted the post of IMTF Chair effective immediately. We may also have a couple of new Area 
Chairs in the near future. 

We have had several vacancies on the MMTA Board 
needing nominations and I am happy to report that all but  
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Message from the President (continued) 

Ian Hominick 

Please note that there will be a special Pre-College session during 
Conference.  At our Executive Board meetings, we have had much 
discussion over the past year on how to make further improvements to 
the process, especially with regard to the written tests.  Affiliate Chairs 
have already noticed much cleaner copies of the tests and have given 
suggestions to Alice Ballard toward future revisions. We will be looking 
more closely at the instrumental and voice categories to see if the 
materials are both current and equitable among all genres. 

If you are new to our State, welcome to Mississippi and let us know 
should you wish to become more engaged in the activities of MMTA. 
After checking with several members down on the Gulf Coast, there 
does not appear to be any major adverse effect on membership from the 
recent hurricane.  Please let me know if you know of a member in need 
of assistance.  We were very sorry to hear of the passing of Dana 
Ragsdale, and I wish to express my condolences to her family and 
friends.  MMTA will be making a contribution to the Dana Ragsdale 
Scholarship Fund in her memory.  

In closing, it has been a pleasure to have served as your President for the past two years.  We have 
accomplished many things but there is always room for further improvement.  Our Executive 
Board has done a tremendous job with diligence and creative thinking and I know that our new 
Board members will be equally as effective. Barbara Tracy will be an excellent President so please 
give her your support and be in touch with suggestions or problems needing resolution. 
Remember to check our online calendar for upcoming events and see you at Conference! 

Respectfully, 

Ian Hominick, MMTA President  
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President-Elect’s Message 
 

Barbara Tracy 

We were fortunate to receive $3400.00 from our MAC grant request 
to help support our 2012 MMTA Fall Conference and 2013 Spring 
Collegiate Competitions.  Positive comments on our grant request 
were that we were all about teaching music education, have diverse 
artistry, wonderful programming, and include the core teachers 
within the state.  Please plan to be one of our “core” teachers and 
attend the 2012 MMTA Conference on November 2-3, 2012, at 
Belhaven University.  Dr. Stephen Sachs will be our conference host 
and is scheduled for a member presentation during the conference.  
Valerie Tate, administrative assistant in the Belhaven music 
department, has also been invaluable in the planning. 

Please offer your thanks for the wonderful 
venue to Stephen and Valerie during the 
conference.  We have several new faculty 
members signed up so far for the new faculty 
recital on November 2.  We plan a pre-college 
gold medal winner recital on November 3 and 
two recitals of Robert Vandall music with 
introductory comments about the music by the 
composer.  Bob Vandall has never done a 
session like this and is looking forward to it.  
One recital is scheduled for 5PM Friday and the 
second at 8:30AM Saturday.  He will also 
present an Alfred publisher session, a session 
on his ensemble music, and a masterclass.  We 
are planning to have two music displays 
available for your shopping pleasure during the 
conference.  The guest artist recital by Richard 
Heard, tenor, accompanied by Theresa Sanchez 
will highlight African American composers.   
Remember that the guest artist recital is open 
to the public and is scheduled for November 
2, 7:30PM, at the Belhaven Center for the Arts 
Concert Hall.  Please invite your students, 
aspiring tenors and friends.   

James Sclater is working on a woodwind trio 
for the commissioned composition.  Dr. 
Sclater’s woodwind trio will be premiered in a 
woodwind recital on Saturday morning of the 
conference.  Pianist Svetlana Belsky will be 
visiting USM (invited by Elizabeth Moak) the  

 

the weekend of our conference and will 
present a session on psychology of practice 
and performance for us on November 3.   The 
Saturday IMTF luncheon lecture will be 
presented by Kevin Chance and will focus on 
ensembles.  We plan a discussion on pre-
college evaluations with helpful hints for both 
new and experienced teachers by Sandra 
Polansky and an update on changes to the 
syllabus and general information by Alice 
Ballard.  Danilo Mezzadri is scheduled for a 
woodwind presentation.  We plan a vocal 
masterclass with our guest artist to enlarge on 
our vocal focus this year.  As always, we will 
include the MTNA competitions and the pre-
college concerto competition as part of the 
conference.  Cabot Lodge Millsaps will have 
some king rooms available for MMTA 
through October 18.  Please make reservations 
early since the hotel is rather full on 
November 2.   Check out the conference 
registration form in this issue and also 
available in PDF on the conference section of 
the MMTA website.  Please pre-register for 
conference meals by October 25, 2012.  Make 
the conference a priority.  There should be 
something for everyone. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Michael Rushing 

I feel like I am just learning to do this job but will need to move on to another position in 
November.  MTNA is reinstituting the Summit in Cincinnati on the weekend of September 21, and 
this should help in preparation for all the new things that have to be handled in my new position.  
Many thanks to the conference committee and everyone else who assisted with all the information 
for the grant requests.  It is not my doing; it is truly a group effort.  You are a wonderful group of 
people to work with. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara Tracy 

Balance sheet as of August 18, 2012 
 

Current assets: 
Checking: 12, 433.83 

CD 1: 11,614.88 
CD 2:  6,712.09 

 
Total assets: 30,760.80 
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Vice President for Membership and 
Web Management 

Janine Beasley 

Vice President for Membership and Web Management 
August 18, 2012 
Janine Beasley 

 
As of August 17, 2012, 125 members are listed for the 2012-2013 year. Among these are 3 status 
changes from collegiate to active, 1 new collegiate member, and 2 new members. 
 
Website changes: 
Added 2012 Sample MMTA tests. 
 
Ongoing: miscellaneous updates as needed. 
Continue to send mass emails to members as requested. 
Working to get member list up-to-date with most current information. Unpaid members will be 
deleted if they have not paid dues by September 30. A message has been sent to the MMTA 
member list concerning the possible deletions.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janine Beasley 
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Susan A. Smith, Chair

Sammy Barr, Band                                                   
Mike Boyd, Guitar
Jeff Brown, Percussion                                                                 
Kay Guiles, Piano/Organ                                  
Nikki Johnson, Theater/Voice                  
Victoria Johnson, Piano                                

www.jcjc.edu/programs/finearts

Meri Newell, Woodwinds
Matthew Pickering, Low Brass/Band

Patrick Richards, High Brass
Theresa Sanchez, Piano

Susan A. Smith, Voice/Theory/Choir
Gregory Wascoe, Voice



 

 

Mississippi Music Teacher Fall 2012 

6 

Vice President for Pre-College 
Performances 

Alice Ballard 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Alice Ballard 

MMTA members are looking forward to visiting Belhaven University, 
host of the MMTA State Conference on November 2-3, 2012.  The Pre-
College Concerto Competitions will take place on Saturday, 
November 3 during the Conference.  Remember the guidelines: This 
competition is open to all instruments, entrants must perform one 
movement of a standard concerto from memory, and students must 
provide their own accompanist, but teachers may accompany their 
own students.  I hope participation in this year’s important 
competition will be vibrant! 

The Pre-College Concerto application and other information about the competition is located 
under the Student Activities section on our MMTA website.  The web page is 
http://msmusicteachers.org/competitions-precollege-concerto.php  Please note that October 1, 
2012 is the deadline for submission of application forms and fees.   

Regarding the 2013 District Evaluations, I would like to remind you that Group B will go first.  
Their auditions will be on April 6, followed by Group A’s auditions on April 13.  For more details, 
visit the Calendar link on our MMTA webpage.  Also, the MMTA Pre-College Finals will take 
place Saturday, May 18 on the campus of Hinds Community College in Raymond.  I believe 2003 
was the most recent year that the Finals were located at Hinds.  It will be good to be there again.       
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Vice-President for Collegiate and National 
Competitions 

Ellen Price Elder 

Dear MMTA Membership, 

 

The application deadline for the MTNA competitions is approaching—3 
p.m. Eastern Time, on Wednesday, September 12.  I would encourage you 
to enter your pre-college and college students in these events.   

 
Please be aware of the following changes to the 2012–2013 application 
process: 

1.  To enter students at the active member teacher rate, you must renew your membership before a 
student begins the competition application.  Students will be assessed a $150 nonmember teacher 
fee if your membership is not paid for the 2012–2013 membership year.  Students completing the 
application on their own will need your name as it appears on your MTNA membership record.  
Please be sure to supply this information to your student(s). 
 
2.  For those entering the composition competitions:  Compositions will be uploaded online as a 
PDF file. Scores are NOT to be mailed. 
 

A NEW CHANGE in the Chamber Music Competitions eligibility for the coming 2012-2013 year 
will allow individuals to enter as players in more than one ensemble.  

 

For example, a pianist might be part of a piano trio AND a piano quartet; a violinist might be part 
of a piano trio AND a string quartet, etc.  Ensembles compete against ensembles, not individual 
players against individual players.  This change should hopefully increase the number of chamber 
music competition applications, since performers from a given school or area can arrange to play 
in more than one ensemble.  Please keep in mind, however, that an individual may enter the 
competitions in only one state. 

 
All of the submission details can be found on the MTNA website (www.mtna.org).  Additional 
information that is necessary to complete the online competition application includes: 

• Complete repertoire information (title, movement numbers, opus or catalog numbers, 
tempo markings, complete composer names, historical period, and repertoire timings). 

• Valid credit card number and security code (American Express, MasterCard and Visa). 
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Sincerely, 

Ellen Price Elder  

Ellen Price Elder, D.M.A. 

Vice-President for Collegiate 
and National Competitions 

ellen@ellenelder.com 

(601) 467-9745 

These are wonderful opportunities for our students to perform and compete.  Please encourage 
your institutional colleagues who are members of MTNA to enter their students in these events as 
well.  

 

Please let me know if I can be of help to answer any questions along the way.   

!
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Vice President for Pre-College 
Performances 

Alice Ballard 

The MMTA Pre-College Concerto Competitions were held Saturday, 
November 6, 2010, during the MMTA Conference at Delta State 
University.  In the piano competition there were 4 elementary 
entrants, 2 junior entrants, and 2 senior entrants.  In the strings 
competition there was 1 elementary entrant and 1 senior entrant.  All  

of the students gave fine performances.   Congratulations are in order for all who took part in the 
Concerto Competitions!  Be sure and see the listing of winners, participants, and teachers, available 
in this edition of the MMT.  For next year, we would like to hear many more capable students in 
this important competition.     

We have important dates coming up for the Pre-College Evaluations, so please mark your 
calendars.  Group B goes first with auditions on April 2nd for students in Ellisville, Columbus, 
Oxford, Starkville, Vicksburg, and Wesson.  Group A’s auditions will take place the following 
Saturday, April 9, for those in the Jackson, Meridian, Tupelo, Hattiesburg/Gulf Coast, and 
Goodman areas.  The MMTA Pre-College Finals will take place Saturday, May 14, 2011, at 
Mississippi College in Clinton.   

Ellen Price Elder, my predecessor, did a wonderful job as the Vice-President for Pre-Colleges 
Performances.  We should emulate her commitment to our organization.       

 

Respectfully submitted,   

Alice Ballard 
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Vice President for Pre-College 
Performances 

Alice Ballard 

The MMTA Pre-College Concerto Competitions were held Saturday, 
November 6, 2010, during the MMTA Conference at Delta State 
University.  In the piano competition there were 4 elementary 
entrants, 2 junior entrants, and 2 senior entrants.  In the strings 
competition there was 1 elementary entrant and 1 senior entrant.  All  

of the students gave fine performances.   Congratulations are in order for all who took part in the 
Concerto Competitions!  Be sure and see the listing of winners, participants, and teachers, available 
in this edition of the MMT.  For next year, we would like to hear many more capable students in 
this important competition.     

We have important dates coming up for the Pre-College Evaluations, so please mark your 
calendars.  Group B goes first with auditions on April 2nd for students in Ellisville, Columbus, 
Oxford, Starkville, Vicksburg, and Wesson.  Group A’s auditions will take place the following 
Saturday, April 9, for those in the Jackson, Meridian, Tupelo, Hattiesburg/Gulf Coast, and 
Goodman areas.  The MMTA Pre-College Finals will take place Saturday, May 14, 2011, at 
Mississippi College in Clinton.   

Ellen Price Elder, my predecessor, did a wonderful job as the Vice-President for Pre-Colleges 
Performances.  We should emulate her commitment to our organization.       

 

Respectfully submitted,   

Alice Ballard 
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     In August, Music Forum of Jackson hosted an open house in the home of Susan Mayfield, our 
social chair, to celebrate our membership and invite prospective members to join us. The 
successful and well-attended event was a great way to begin the year. 

      Jacquelyn Thornell, our program chair, has scheduled a program on October 12 to be presented 
by Jovanni-Rey de Pedro, visiting assistant professor of piano at Millsaps College. He will present 
a lecture-recital on Ginastera focused on the intermediate and younger students.  We are also 
gearing up to host the reception following the recital on November 2 at our MMTA convention at 
Belhaven University in Jackson.  The Voice recital will be presented by Richard Heard and 
accompanied by Theresa Sanchez.  Our teachers are also looking forward to having students 
perform for Robert Vandall at two student recitals during the convention. 

       Our Sonata-Sonatina Festival will be held on November 17 at Millsaps College with Donna 
Reed and Patsy Simpson serving as co-chairs, and we have had increasing enthusiasm for our 
Pianothon each year. It is a fun opportunity for our teachers to present their students in an 
informal and festive setting at Northpark Mall during the holiday season. It is scheduled for 
December 15 with Dot Bittick serving as chair. 

      We are delighted to host our 44th annual Bach Festival at Hinds Community College, Raymond, 
with teachers presenting their students from all over the state and beyond! This event is chaired by 
Carol Durham and will be held on February 2, 2013, and our MMTA Pre College Evaluations will 
also be held at Hinds Community College, Raymond, on April 13, 2013 with Kay Johnson serving 
as chair. 

      The board of Music Forum of Jackson has planned another exciting year of activities with social 
luncheons as well as business meetings, programs and events.  I heartily thank all of these 
dedicated teachers and look forward to serving with them during my tenure as president. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jane Duran Fox,  President MFOJ 
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Hattiesburg Music Teachers League 

 

The HMTL held its first general meeting of this academic year on Saturday, September 8, 2012.  
Our program was presented by a former HMTL member, Dr. David Forbat, currently on the piano 
faculty of the University of Central Oklahoma.  David presented a very informative program on 
helping students learn to read with facility and ease in all 30 keys.  He supplemented his 
presentation with visual and aural examples from his new book, Key Awareness: Building Confidence 
Playing the Piano in All 30 Keys One Scale Degree at a Time, developed with his colleague, Jacquelyn 
Karash.  This supplementary book is designed for every musician from late elementary through 
advanced and is available for purchase through their website, www.keyawareness.com.   

 

We look forward to our January program, which will feature our own Dr. Lois Leventhal, who will 
present a program of helpful and fun teaching tips derived from her class piano lab in the USM 
School of Music. A general meeting and NFMC workday will be held immediately prior to Dr. 
Leventhal’s program. 

 

Three HMTL student recitals have been planned for this year:  October 27 (USM Marsh 
Auditorium), February 9 and April 20 (both at Mississippi Music Recital Hall).  Our annual Spring 
Concert for high school students will be held on April 28 at William Carey University.   

 

Other important 2013 dates for the HMTL include the annual District III MFMC Festival, 
scheduled for Saturday, February 16, 2013, at USM and our local district MMTA Pre-College 
Evaluations, scheduled for April 13, 2013, also at USM.  The annual HMTL scholarship auditions 
for our students interested in attending local and state summer music camps will be held on April 
29 at Mississippi Music.  Our year will conclude with our annual business meeting and luncheon 
scheduled for May 16 at Purple Parrot Café and the MMTA Pre-College Finals on May 18 at Hinds 
Community College. 

 

Founded in 1972, the HMTL marks its 40th anniversary this year.  Plans are underway to 
commemorate this milestone with a special dinner and program for members and spouses 
featuring highlights of our organization over four decades. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Laura Broughton, D.M.A., NCTM 

HMTL President 
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    JONES COUNTY MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
    Janine Beasley, President 
 
    August 18, 2012 

 
 
 
A meeting was held July 1, 2012 to choose new officers and committee members, and to 
determine dates for Showcase Recital, Solo-Sonata Competition, and Ensemble Festival. Music 
for Solo-Sonata Competition and Ensemble Festival was also selected.  
 
A luncheon meeting was held at Morgan s on Main in Collins on August 2, 2012. 
 
JCMTA will participate with Hattiesburg Music Teachers League on Saturday, September 8, 
2012 in a meeting at University of Southern Mississippi, Marsh Hall. The meeting will feature 
David Forbat who will introduce his new teaching method based on solfege. JCMTA has 
procured a grant from MMTA to help with expenses. 
 
The JCMTA annual Showcase Recital will be held on Sunday, November 11, 2011. Student 
performers and composers will be highlighted at this event. 
 
The JCMTA annual Solo and Sonata Competition will be held on Saturday, January 19, 2012. 
The competition is for students sixth through twelfth grade. 
 
The JCMTA annual Ensemble Festival will be held on Saturday, March 2, 2012. 
 
Business meetings will be held prior to the above events. 
 
Jones County Music Teachers Association will participate in the Ellisville area MMTA 
Evaluations on Saturday, April 6, 2012, at Jones County Junior College.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janine Beasley 
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2012 Conference 

November 2—3 

Belhaven University, Jackson 

Robert Vandall is our guest clinician and will present 
pedagogical sessions and lead a master class. 

James S. Sclater is our 
commissioned composer.  His 

woodwind trio will be premiered 
Saturday morning. 
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Our concert artist is Richard Heard, tenor, accompanied by 
Theresa Sanchez.  He will present “Art Songs and Spirituals by 

African-American Composers.” 

Our IMTF speaker, Kevin 
Chance, will be presenting on 

duets. 
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Other presentations will be given by Stephen Sachs, Danilo 
Mezzadri, Sandra Polanski and Alice Ballard, Joanna Burnside, 

and Svetlana Belsky. 
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2012 MMTA Conference Schedule   

November 2-3, 2012, at Belhaven University, Jackson, MS 

(Please check conference program book for possible schedule changes and room 
assignments) 

Friday, November 2: 

 8:00 Registration- Lobby  – Morrison Bros. music display in lobby 

 Registration of students for MTNA competitions also begins. 

8:15  MMTA Board meeting – Conference room 

9:00  Alfred publisher session - Robert Vandall, clinician 

10:30  Member presentation:  Stephen Sachs (Belhaven) -  “The Art of Teaching Through 
Encouragement and Critical Thinking” 

11:30  Past presidents luncheon/lunch on your own 

1:30  “The More the Merrier”   Robert Vandall duet presentation 

3:00  New faculty recital 

3:00  Certification session – Joanna Burnside 

4:00  MMTA Pre-College Evaluation Info Session -  Sandra Polansky and Alice Ballard (HCC), 
VP for Pre-College Performances 

 Sandra Polansky will discuss how to prepare students for Evaluations and will give 
hints that will  help both teacher and student.  Her comments will be helpful to new teachers 
and experienced teachers.  Alice Ballard will discuss updates and changes in the pre-college 
syllabus. 

5:00  Recital 1 of Vandall piano music by area pre-college students – Robert Vandall will make 
comments on the piano compositions performed in the recital. 

5:00 Member woodwind presentation:  Danilo Mezzadri (USM) :  “Segmented Practice”  
Efficiently develop tone quality and technique by combining long term goals with focused 
segmented exercises. 

6:00  Banquet -   Cooper Room 

7:30 Guest Artist Recital -  Richard Heard, tenor, accompanied by Theresa Sanchez (JCJC) – “Art 
Songs and Spirituals by African-American Composers”  Belhaven Center for the Arts Concert 
Hall-OPEN TO THE PUBLIC (free).  Reception following recital hosted by Music Forum of 
Jackson 
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Saturday, November 3:   

8:00  MMTA Business meeting 

8:30  Recital 2 of Vandall piano music by area pre-college students – Robert Vandall will make 
comments on the piano compositions performed in the recital. 

9:30  Piano Masterclass with R. Vandall 

10:00  Pre-college Gold 2012 Winners Recital 

10:00  Vocal Masterclass with Richard Heard 

10:30 Recital including Premiere of Commissioned composition by James Sclater for woodwind 
trio plus additional woodwind selections 

 Three Pieces for Flute, Clarinet and Bassoon (1925) by Walter Piston 

 Central Park in June (2012) by Benjamin Williams (world premiere) 

 8 Bagatelles for Woodwind Trio (2012) by James S. Sclater (world premiere of 2012 
MMTA  Commissioned Composition) 

  Pentimento Trio: 

   Stephanie Steelman, Flute 

   James S. Sclater, Clarinet 

   Benjamin Williams, Bassoon 

11:00  Svetlana Belsky  "The Psychology of Practice and Performance" (partner with USM) 

12:00  IMTF luncheon with Kevin Chance – “Let’s Duet!  Inspiring Student Artistry Through 
Ensembles” Cooper Room 

1:15 Registration for concerto competition 

1:30  Pre-college concerto competition ending with Masterclass 
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Hotel Information 

Cabot Lodge Millsaps (on State Street near Woodrow Wilson) 
King rooms are available for $94. 

Call the front desk at 601.948.8650 and ask for a room in the MMTA 
block.  Make reservations by October 18th. 

Directions to Belhaven University 
 

From I-55, take the Fortification Street Exit (Exit 96C) and turn right onto 
Greymont Street.  Turn left at the second stop sign which will be 

Pinehurst Street.  The campus will be on your right. 

 

 

!e Winters School of Music 
o"ers these opportunities:

www.wmcarey.edu
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MMTA 2012 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 
2012 MMTA CONFERENCE, November 2-3, 2012  

Belhaven University, Jackson, MS 
 

Please mail your Conference registration, Banquet and IMTF Luncheon fees along with this form 
by OCTOBER 25 to: 

Barbara Tracy 
617 Holly Ridge Drive 
Vicksburg, MS  39180 

 
The Conference advance registration fee includes the Conference Program Book as well as admission to all 

workshops, lectures and concerts during the 2012 Conference. Your materials and name tag will be 
available at the Conference registration desk. Registration fee for MMTA members and non-members is $20.  

College and Pre-college students may attend at no cost. 
 
Please note that the Guest Artist Concert on Friday evening at 7:30PM (Richard Heard, tenor) is open to 

the public with no admission charge. 
 

Our annual conference presents opportunities for professional development, networking and assistance in 
MTNA certification. We will offer a certificate of attendance and/or CEU’s for any student or teacher requiring 

documentation. 
 

Registration fees will also be accepted at the Conference registration desk. 
Friday evening Banquet fees and the Saturday IMTF Luncheon fees MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE. 

 
I am enclosing payment for the following (please check): 
 
______ MMTA MEMBER OR Non-Member REGISTRATION FEE – $20 
______ College or Pre-college student REGISTRATION - free 
 
______ BANQUET FEE – $16.95  - The Caruso “Little Italy”  Buffet:   

Italian Chicken, lasagna italiano(veg.), whole green beans, Caesar salad with aged parmesan cheese and home-style 
croutons, and buttery garlic bread sticks.   Bread pudding with vanilla or chocolate sauce for dessert.  Iced tea. 
 

______IMTF LUNCHEON FEE – $10.00 (please choose from the following box lunch options)  
 
      1.  Smoked Turkey:  Shaved Smoked Turkey with Swiss American cheese, sliced tomato, 
and green leaf lettuce served on a buttery croissant.   Side of fresh fruit and Chocolate chip cookie.  Iced tea         

  2.  Very Vegetarian:  Grilled vegetables with provolone cheese, and pesto on a 
whole wheat hoagie roll.   Side of fresh fruit and Chocolate chip cookie.  Iced tea 

  3.  Old Thyme Country Salad Trio: A scoop of our homemade chicken salad, tuna salad scoop, and egg salad scoop 
 served on a bed of mixed baby greens with fresh tomato, cucumber, and crackers.  Chocolate chip cookie.  Iced tea 
 
$_________ TOTAL ENCLOSED (make checks payable to MMTA) 
 
Please indicate the Information you want on your Conference name tag: 
NAME: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
MMTA LOCAL AFFILIATE/OFFICE/SCHOOL/Other: ___________________________________________ 
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November 2-3, 2012—MMTA State Conference, Belhaven University, Jackson 

November 2-3, 2012 – MTNA Collegiate and Pre-College Solo Competitions, Belhaven 
University, Jackson 

November 3, 2012 – MMTA Pre-College Concerto Competition, Belhaven University, 
Jackson 

November 17, 2012 – Sonata/Sonatina Festival, Millsaps College, Jackson 

February 2, 2013 -- Bach Festival, Hinds Community College 
 

April 6, 2013 – Pre-College District Evaluations, Group B (Columbus/Starkville, Ellisville, 
Oxford, and Vicksburg) 

April 13, 2013 – Pre-College District Evaluations, Group A (Goodman, Gulf Coast, 
Hattiesburg, Jackson, Meridian, and Tupelo) 

April 20, 2013 -- MVSU Piano Festival, Itta Bena, MS 
 

May 18, 2013 – MMTA Pre-College Finals, Hinds Community College, Raymond 

 

Do you have an event you would like to be placed in the Mississippi Music Teacher?  Contact 
Stephanie Holmes at seholmes2@hotmail.com.   

Mark Your Calendar 
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Mississippi Music Teacher is published online three 
times per year.  Address all communications, articles, 

and pictures to the Editor.  The MMT is available to the 
public on the MMTA website in PDF format.   

ADVERTISING: Limited advertising space is available 
for firms or individuals who have a product or service 
of specific interest or benefit to MMTA members.  All 

correspondence regarding advertising should be sent to 
the VP for Public Relations. 

YEARLY ADVERSTISING RATES (size in inches) 

2 ! x 1 $70   2 ! x 2 !  $120 

2 ! x 4 5/8  $170        2 ! x 7 $240 

4 5/8 x 4 5/8 $275  4 5/8 x 7 (half page) $500 

7 x 9 ! (full page) $900 

Conference printed edition ads can be purchased for 
that one edition for 1/3 of the above prices. 
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MMTA Officers 

 

 

Mississippi Music Teacher Winter 2012 

25 

MMTA Officers 

President 

Ian Hominick 
432 Cherokee Drive 
Oxford, MS 38655 
Phone: 662-513-4994 
Work: 662-915-1282 
ihominic@olemiss.edu 

President Elect 

Barbara Tracy 
617 Holly Ridge Drive 
Vicksburg, MS 39180 
Phone: 601-638-3453 
tracy@vicksburg.com 

Immediate Past President 

Rachel Heard 
3821 Montrose Circle 
Jackson, MS 39216 
Phone: 601-987-8414 
heardr@millsaps.edu 

VP for Membership & Web Management 

Janine Beasley 
3122 N 5th Ave. 
Laurel, MS 39440 
Phone: 601-649-9240 
music@beasinc.com 

VP for Collegiate & National Competitions 
Ellen Price Elder 
116 Poplar Road 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-467-9745 
Work: 601-318-6179 
ellen@ellenelder.com 

VP for Pre-College Performances 

Alice Ballard 
Hinds Community College 
P.O. Box 1100 
Raymond, MS 39154 
Phone: 769-226-7038 
Work: 601-857-3528 
Alice.Ballard@hindscc.edu 
 

VP for Pre-College Evaluations 

Rita Caviness 
11235 Cypress Bayou Dr 
Gulfport, MS 39503 
Phone: 228-669-1539 
capriccio1@gmail.com 

VP for Public Relations (Newsletter Editor) 

Stephanie Holmes 
226 Hillcrest Dr 
Kosciusko, MS 39090 
Phone: 662-417-1390 
Work: 662-289-3575 
seholmes2@hotmail.com 

Secretary 

Yvonne Young-McGrath 
753 Canterbury Dr 
Biloxi, MS 39532-4303 
Phone: 228-617-9127 
mcgmomx4@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Michael Rushing 
1034 RN Whitfield St. 
Florence, MS 39073 
Phone: 601-573-1068 
mrushing@mc.edu 

Appointed Officers 

Chair of Theory & Composition 

Benjamin Williams 
1221 Cliffdale Dr 
Clinton, MS 39056 
Phone: 601-925-7739 
benwilliams@mc.edu 

Chair of Independent Music Teachers Forum 

Rosangela Yazbec Sebba 
P.O. Box 6240 
Mississippi State, MS 39762 
Phone: 662-325-2854 
rys3@colled.msstate.edu 
 



 

 

Mississippi Music Teacher Fall 2012 

23 

 

 

Mississippi Music Teacher Winter 2012 

26 

Chair of College Faculty Forum 

Angela Willoughby 
100 Murial St 
Clinton, MS 39056 
Phone: 601-906-8040 
willough@mc.edu 

Chair of Certification 
Joanna Burnside 
148 Jervis Mims Road 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-310-1807 
Joanna.burnside@mgccc.edu 

Assistant to the VP for Public 
Relations 

Position not filled 

Webmaster 

Handmade Designs                                                   
Toll Free 1-877-467-2660    
www.handmadedesigns.com 

Performance Area Chairs 

Brass 

Douglas Mark 
Delta State University 
Department of Music 
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4607 
dmark@deltastate.edu 

Chamber Music/Jazz 

Jung-Won Shin 
Delta State University 
Department of Music 
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4123 
jshin@deltastate.edu 

Guitar 
Nicholas Ciraldo, DMA 
University of Southern Mississippi 
118 College Drive #5081 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406 
Office: 601-266-5401 
nicholas.ciraldo@usm.edu 

Piano 

Karen Fosheim 
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4622 
kfosheim@deltastate.edu 

Strings 

Alexander Russakovsky 
University of Southern Mississippi 
School of Music 
118 College Drive, # 5081 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406 
Phone: 601-266 6851 
arussakovsky@hotmail.com 

Voice 

Phyllis Lewis-Hale 
Jackson State University 
Department of Music 
P.O. Box 17055 
Jackson, MS 39217 
Phone: 601-979-2984 
phyllis.lewis-hale@jsums.edu 

Woodwinds 

Shelley Collins 
Delta State University 
Department of Music 
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4617 
scollins@deltastate.edu 

Collaborative Arts 

Theresa Sanchez, NCTM 
907 N 34th Ave 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-271-8700 
theresa.sanchez@jcjc.edu 

Local Affiliates 

Golden Triangle Music Forum 

Ricki Prewitt 
11 Lakes Boulevard 
Starkville, MS 39759 
Phone: 662-324-9393 
Cell: 662-312-3136 

Gulf Coast MTA 

Yvonne Young-McGrath 
753 Canterbury Dr 
Biloxi, MS 39532-4303 
Phone: 228-617-9127 
mcgmomx4@hotmail.com 

Hattiesburg Music Teachers 
League 
Ellen Price Elder 
116 Poplar Road 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-467-9745 
Work: 601-318-6179 
ellen@ellenelder.com 

Jones County MTA 

Janine Beasley 
3122 N 5th Ave. 
Laurel, MS 39440 
Phone: 601-649-9240 
music@beasinc.com 

League of Meridian Music 
Teachers 

June Williams 
100 38th St. 
Meridian, MS 39301 
Phone: 601-482-4107 

Music Forum of Jackson 

Greta Barbour Mills 
817 Arlington St 
Jackson, MS 39202-1619 
Phone: 601-353-5305 
gretabarbourmills@att.net 

Music Forum of Tupelo 

Peggy Oakes 
2012 Strain St. 
Tupelo, MS 38804 
oakesp@bellsouth.net 

Vicksburg MTA 

Jeanne Evans 
3140 Drummond St 
Vicksburg, MS 39180-4912 
Phone: 601-634-0826 
ajevans88@bellsouth.net 
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From the MMT Editor 

Our Fall Conference is a little over a month away!  I’m excited 
about the line up we have for this year’s conference.  We are 
going to have great presentations, great music, and a great 
chance to catch up with our colleagues from around the state.   

Barbara Tracy, Stephen Sachs, and Valerie Tate have been 
instrumental in planning this year’s conference.  When you see 
them, be sure to thank them for all of their hard work. 

See you at Belhaven! 
Stephanie Holmes 

Editor 

 

 

  

Mississippi Music Teacher 

Stephanie Holmes, editor 

226 Hillcrest Drive 
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
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From the MMT Editor 

Stephanie Holmes 

Editor 

My pastor plays the guitar at several restaurants around Kosciusko and 
Jackson.  He recently told me about a conversation he had with one of his 
friends.  Don made the comment that he wanted to be a better musician.  
His friend told him that he was a good musician simply because he had 
the gift of music.  He just had to learn how to tap into that gift better.   
 
I believe that every child I teach has musical ability.  Some may just have 
more than others!  However, it is my job to teach them how to tap into 
that ability and become the pianist they are meant to be.  As pre-college 
auditions approach (Are they really in a month?!?), I hope to teach my 
students how to reach their potential.  I hope you’ll do the same. 
 
Happy 2012!  
 


