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Message from the President  

Ellen Elder 

Hello everyone!  I hope you are all enjoying the last few days of summer.  My hope is that you 
have had a chance to recharge your batteries during these past few months.  Good luck to 
everyone as you begin preparations for your fall semester teaching.   
 
I hope you are making plans to attend our 61st annual MMTA conference on November 6-7 at 
Mississippi College.  Alice Ballard has done a wonderful job in preparation for this year’s 
conference.  My thanks go out to her for securing an excellent roster of featured artists and 
presenters.  Information regarding this year’s conference can be found on our website at 
www.msmusicteachers.org/conference.php.  
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Message from the President (continued) 

I would also like to encourage our pre-college and collegiate teachers to enter their students in the 
MTNA competitions (competition deadline is September 16) as well as the MMTA spring collegiate 
competitions.  These are wonderful events that our students need to take advantage of.  As a 
young musician, I was fortunate to have teachers who were very active in our state and national 
organizations, and encouraged me to enter competitions sponsored by MMTA and MTNA.  I look 
back on those days and realize how much I truly benefitted from those experiences.  My 
participation in these events helped me to establish goals for myself, which in turn helped me to 
grow as a musician.   
 
I look forward to attending the Summit for MTNA Leadership on September 11-13.  The Summit is 
one of the most important events sponsored by the national association. It is designed to 
strengthen the MTNA connection among local, state and national levels; deal with crucial issues 
confronting the association; and determine MTNA’s role in the future of the music teaching 
profession.  It is a wonderful opportunity to meet with other state presidents and MTNA staff.   
 
As we all gear up for fall, please encourage previous MMTA members to renew their membership 
and invite your colleagues to join our organization.  Sometimes all it takes is one positive word!  
Please consider being a mentor and encouraging their participation. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your President.  I wish you a wonderful start to the fall 
semester. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Ellen Elder 
MMTA President 
ellen@ellenelder.com 
 

HATTIESBURG MUSIC TEACHERS LEAGUE 

h mt L 
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President-Elect’s Message 
 

Alice Ballard 

I have wonderful news regarding the Mississippi Arts Commission 
(MAC) grant request!  We were awarded the highest amount to date - 
$4,500.  I was so happy when I opened the envelope and read the report 
that I wanted to call each of you personally to let you know!  All of us 
need to tell those in our communities about our MAC grant, and get the 
word out about how grateful we are for this assistance.     

Our conference committee has met twice now, discussing plans for the 
2015 MMTA Conference which will be held November 6-7, 2015 at 
Mississippi College in Clinton.  When you come to the Conference, you  

have the opportunity to hear the new college and university faculty in our state perform in the New Faculty 
Showcase on Friday afternoon.  If you have new faculty in your area, please encourage them to participate!  
Have them contact me directly for information.  Also, I hope you will attend our Pre-College Finals Gold 
Medal Winners Recital and hear our fine medalists perform on Saturday.   

We have superb musicians coming to Conference this year to instruct us and to share their talents!  Our 
conference clinician is the renowned pedagogical composer, Melody Bober.  Known for her motivational 
piano pieces, Melody is also a dynamic clinician and is in demand throughout the United States.  She will 
give two pedagogical presentations and a publisher session through Alfred during the conference, as well 
as provide interesting background information on her compositions, to be performed by pre-college 
students.  Next, we have not one, but two conference recital artists!   Internationally acclaimed Korean 
soprano Kyoung Cho from the University of South Florida at Tampa will join Korean-Canadian bass Won 
Cho from the University of Alabama at Birmingham in concert.  They will be accompanied by pianist 
Kyung-Eun Na from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.  This exciting performance will take place 
Friday, November 6 at 7:30 p.m. in Aven Auditorium.  The concert is free and open to the public. 

Our very own Valentin Bogdan from Mississippi University for Women is our 2015 commissioned 
composer.  He is writing a sonata for piano and flute or possibly for two pianos.  Pianist Julia Mortyakova 
will be part of the performance.  The IMTF luncheon lecture will be presented by the distinguished Susanna 
Garcia, Coordinator of Keyboard at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.  Her topic will be published in 
the Conference schedule.  She will also serve as judge of the pre-college piano concerto competitions which 
will be held Saturday afternoon. We have a number of member and non-member presentations planned for 
both days of the conference, including several vocal workshops, which is especially nice since this year’s 
concert emphasis is on voice.  As always, we will strive to provide topics, performances and programs that 
will be of interest to vocalists and all types of instrumentalists.   

Please be sure to enter your students in the MTNA competitions (Friday morning) and the pre-college 
concerto competitions (Saturday afternoon).  These are golden opportunities for your students to be 
challenged and motivated musically!  Sheri Falcone and Karen Murphy will be in touch regarding the 
deadlines for these competitions.  
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Treasurer’s Report 

Chris Ballard 

The members of the conference committee have been most helpful and supportive during the planning 
stages of this year’s conference.  It is definitely a group endeavor, and I appreciate all who have and will be 
helping to make the conference a success.  Please refer to the Conference Schedule for details and times 
about all events.  It will be emailed to all MMTA members and published on our website under 
“Conference.” 

Respectfully submitted,  

Alice Ballard  

MMTA President-Elect 

Income and Expense Report 6/1/15 to 8/15/2015 

$17,207.61 - Beginning Checking Account/PayPal  Balance – June 1, 2015  

Income                                                        Expenses 

  Member Dues                     1198.75                     June Board travel exp.         208.50                  

  MAC Grant Installment         937.00                   

  Total Income                2135.75                   Total Expenses              208.50 

   $19,134.86 – Ending Checking Account/PayPal Balance – August 15, 2015 

     11,631.74 – Certificate of Deposit #1  

       6,721.83 – Certificate of Deposit #2                                                                       

$37,488.43 – Total All Accounts 
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Vice President for Pre-College 
Performances 

Karen Murphy 

To help everyone plan ahead, the 2016 Pre-College Evaluations are as 
follows:  Group A will go first on April 2 and Group B will follow on April 
9.  Pre-College State Finals will be held on May 21st at the University of 
Mississippi, Oxford. 

Our two upcoming Pre-College fall events are the Gold Medal Recital and 
the Pre-College Concerto Competition.  Both of these events will take place 
Saturday, November 7th, during our two-day MMTA Conference at 
Mississippi College.    

All students who received a gold medal at the last State Finals are eligible to perform in the Gold 
Medal Recital which is scheduled for late morning on November 7th.  It will be an opportunity for 
students to perform in a college environment for the MMTA membership—both an honor for the 
students and rewarding for the teachers.  Students may play one of the two pieces they played at 
State Finals or perform a new memorized piece.  An email invitation will be sent directly to the 
teachers of the gold medal winners.  Teachers are requested to reply by October 1 with the 
requested information if your student is planning to perform.   

The Pre-College Concerto Competition is another performance opportunity for elementary, junior 
and senior high students.  The competition will take place during the early afternoon on November 
7th. Information and applications can be found located under the Student Activities section on the 
MMTA website.  (http://msmusicteachers.org)   The competition is open to all pre-college 
instrumental students.  Member teachers must have paid their MMTA dues by September 1, 2015 
to avoid paying the non-member application fee. Non-member teachers may also enter students by 
completing the online non-member application and paying the non-member fee.  Entrants will 
perform one movement of a standard concerto from memory and must provide their own 
accompanist (teachers may accompany their own students).  The deadline is October 1, 2015 for 
submitting the online application and the entry fee.  

We can look forward to hearing much fine music from our pre-college students during the MMTA 
conference on November 7th! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Murphy, NCTM 
Vice-President for Pre-College Performances 
kmurphy@colled.msstate.edu 
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Vice-President for Collegiate and National Competitions  

Sheri Falcone 

¥ Deadline for MTNA applications is Wednesday, September 16th 3:00 pm Eastern Time (2:00 
pm Central Time). Applications are still available online.  

¥ Please be aware of the new changes for MTNA – Young Artist Piano award is now a cash 
prize, third place has been reinstated with cash prize of $300, Elementary composition prize 
has been raised to $400, and the teacher award has been eliminated. 

¥ Travel honorarium is at the bottom of adjudication forms for winners and alternates . 
¥ Remember, students must study with a teacher who is an active member (2015-2016) or they 

must pay a nonmember teacher fee of $150. The teacher must be in the US for the student to 
compete and must be the studentÕs current teacher, as per MTNA rules. 

¥ State winners must submit a bio, photo and any PR info immediately following the state 
competition on the MTNA website.  

¥ Judges information – I will need information from the area chairs on securing jud ges once 
we receive all applications. Please do not send a link to their bio and picture. Make sure the 
information is in a PDF or word document for easy access. Pictures must be 300ppi 
resolution . ! ! ! ! ! ! !!

!

!

!

!"#$%&'%
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Vice-President for Membership and Web Management 

Janine Beasley 

Vice President for Membership and Web Management 
August 15, 2015 
Janine Beasley 
 
As of August 14, 2015, 114 members are listed for the 2015-2016 year. Among these are 3 new 
members, 1 reinstating member (Transfer from TX), and 5 reinstating members. 

 

Website changes: 

Uploaded Spring and Summer MMT. 

Updated calendar. 

Added approved minutes. 

Added 2015 Precollege Finals winners. 

Added 2015 Sample Theory Tests, deleted 2009 Ð 2011 Sample Theory Tests. 

Under MemberÕs Login, Resources, added tab for Theory Tests and Meeting Minutes. 

Removed 2014 Conference Registration Form. 

Corrected Jacquelyn ThornellÕs email address on the Certification page. 

Changed Pre-College Concerto Competition Form to indicate under ÒRules and InformationÓ the division  

 of Elementary A and B 

Updated Calendar to add exact date of August Board Meeting, changed the year of Southern Division  
 Competitions from 2015 to 2016, added location and date of 2016 Pre-college Finals. 

Updated 2014 MMTA Collegiate Competition Results. 

Updated 2015 MMTA Competition Results. 

On Precollege Concerto Form Ð Changed wording from Ô'Application forms and adjudication forms must  
 be completed'' to ÒApplication forms must be completed' 

Updated Precollege MMTA Auditions form to include $50.00 non-member fee. 

Updated Collegiate Competitions form for $35.00 fee, updated from $20.00 fee. 

Updated Collegiate/Chamber Competitions form for $35.00 fee, updated from $20.00 fee. 

 

Ongoing: miscellaneous updates as needed. 

Continue to send mass emails to members as requested. 

Working to get member list up-to-date with most current information. Unpaid members will be 
deleted if they have not paid dues by September 30. A message will be sent to the MMTA 
member list concerning the possible deletions.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janine Beasley 
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Affiliate News  

Hattiesburg  Music Teachers League 

ItÕs hard to believe that we are beginning yet another school year, but we look forward to the many 
challenges and rewards in our teaching that await us!  Student recitals will be held in the recital 
hall of Mississippi Music in late October.  Of course, we also look forward to the State Conference 
at Mississippi College. 

A highlight of the fall semester will be our Composer Festival scheduled for November 20 -21.  
Jennifer Linn will be our guest composer, and student recitals, autograph parties and a teacher 
workshop are scheduled during the festival.  We hope that many of our students and teachers will 
participate.  Dr. Vickie Johnson, Composer Festival Chair, has done a great job in organizing the 
many details required to make it a successful event for everyone involved . 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Laura Broughton, D.M.A., NCTM  

HMTL President  

Vicksburg Music Teachers  

Vicksburg Music Teachers has a new (returning) member, Judy Buys.  Judy teaches piano and 
voice, and is taking  a few students from Susan GambrellÕs studio.  Susan Gambrell and her family 
moved to Collierville, TN in June.   We have another potential new member we hope to recruit, 
which would bring our membership to 8.     Vicksburg Music Teachers Association has a 
FACEBOOK page (by the same name), please be sure to ÒLikeÓ our page! 
  
Activities for the year are now set, and include our a nnual Boys recital, a Sacred and Classical 
music recital, an Adult ÒParlorÓ recital and brunch, an Ensemble recital, and our annual Vicksburg 
Honors recital.    In addition, we hope to hold a special recital and fundraiser on ValentineÕs Day, 
called ÒFor the Love of Music.Ó 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jeanne Evans 
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Gulf Coast Music Teachers Association 
Affiliated with Mississippi Music Teachers Association  

and Music Teachers National Association 
Est. 1972 

 
 

August 31, 2015 
 
 
GCMTAÕs Board planning meeting, held at Mississippi Music in Biloxi on 

July 23, 2015, over lovely refreshments provided by the store,  was a productive  one, and we are 
anticipating a stimulating and fruitful  year for our teachers and students.   The Board approved 
our continuing  to offer new members a rebate of half the membership dues.  This incentive has 
brought in several new members who are now actively involved with GCMTAÕs activities. 
 
Programs and recitals for the upcoming year will be geared toward facilitating teacher 
participation in Pre-College evaluations, as well as MTNA competitions.  On September 12, the 
program, ÒTeaching Theory and Technique Ð The Best of the Best,Ó will be a round-robin panel 
discussion, with all members being invited to bring  their two best tools for teaching theory and 
technique.  This program will be held at Gulf Coast School of Music in Gulfport .   On January 9, 
2016, Carol Mahler will facilitate a program entitled ÒNavigating the MTNA Competitions Ð 
Consider Composing!Ó,  at her home.  Business meetings will be held prior to these programs. 
 
GCMTA will present students in a group recital at Mississippi Music  on Sunday afternoon, 
October 18.  The Clavinova Festival will be returning again to the Coast after eight years, with 
Mississippi Music, assisted by GCMTA, sponsoring the popular event at Edgewater Mall, on 
Saturday, November 14.   
 
The Music Teachers Festival will be held on February 27, 2016, with our local Pre-college 
Evaluations taking place on April 9 , at MGCCC-JD.  The Senior Awards Recital is scheduled for 
April 24 , at Bible Fellowship Church in Pass Christian.  
 
Officers for this year are Carol Mahler, President; Elsie Barnes, Vice-President; Betty Hopkins, 
Recording Secretary; Marilyn Leone, Treasurer; Bonnie Sheldon, Web and Membership 
Manager; Kristen Moody, Festival Chairman; Dawn Nelson, Pre-College Evaluations Chair; and 
Carol Mahler, Publicity.  I am looking forward again to serving alongside our dedicated Board 
members this coming year as our membership base continues to increase in numbers and 
enthusiasm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Mahler, GCMTA President 
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    JONES COUNTY MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
    Janine Beasley, President 

 

    August 15, 2015 

 
 
 
A meeting was held July 12, 2015 to choose new officers and committee members, and to 
determine dates for Showcase Recital, Solo-Sonata Competition, and Ensemble Festival. Music 
for Solo-Sonata Competition and Ensemble Festival was also selected.  

 

A luncheon meeting will be held at MorganÕs on Main in Collins in September. 

 

The JCMTA annual Showcase Recital will be held on Sunday, November 15, 2015. Student 
performers and composers will be highlighted at this event. 

 

The JCMTA annual Solo and Sonata Competition will be held on Saturday, January 23, 2016. 
The competition is for students sixth through twelfth grade. 

 

JCMTA will hold its annual Ensemble Festival in February, 2016, exact date to be determined. 

 

Business meetings will be held prior to the above events. 

 

Jones County Music Teachers Association will participate in the Ellisville area MMTA 
Evaluations April 9, 2016 at Jones County Junior College.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janine Beasley 
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2015 Conference 

November 6 —7, 2015 

Mississippi College, Clinton  

2015 Conference !"#$%&$& 
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Conference Recital featuring Kyoung Cho, soprano and Won Cho, bass                                                  
with Kyung -Eun Na, piano 

Friday, November 6, 2015, 7:30 p.m. 

Kyoung Cho, internationally acclaimed Korean soprano, is an Associate Professor of 
Voice at the University of South Florida at Tampa.  Korean-Canadian bass Won Cho, 
Assistant Professor of Voice at the University of Alabama at Birmingham, is in demand 
in both concert and operatic repertoire worldwide.  Pianist Kyung-Eun Na serves as 
vocal coach and collaborative piano faculty member at the University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock.    
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Guest Piano Clinician  

Melody Bober 

!

As a composer, Ms. Bober enjoys creating motivational piano pieces that foster 
studentsÕ understanding and love of music.   An active church pianist and accompanist, 
Ms. Bober has also held the position of church music director.  In addition to teaching 
piano in her private studio in Minnesota, Melod yÕs music-teaching experience includes 
20 years of public school and two years at the university level.  

Ms. Bober will give three presentations throughout the conference, as well as provide 
background information and commentary in a recital of her music, to be performed by 
area pre-college students.   

!

Susanna Garcia 

Independent Music Teachers Forum Speaker 

!

Dr. Garcia will present a luncheon lecture and judge the Saturday afternoon pre-college 
concerto competitions on November 7.  Dr. Garcia is the Coordinator of Keyboard at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette.  She has been honored as a Foundation Fellow by 
the Music Teachers National Association and has received the Outstanding Teacher 
Award from the Louisiana Music Teachers Association.     
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Valentin Bogdan  

2015 Commissioned Composer 

!

Dr. BogdanÕs composition, a sonata for piano and flute or two pia nos, will be premiered 
Friday at 5:30 p.m. during the conference.  An Assistant Professor of Music at MUW in 
Columbus, he has received many awards in composition, including the 2010 Florida 
State Music Teachers Association Commissioned Composer of the Year.  

!

!
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Vice President for Pre-College 
Performances 

Alice Ballard 

The MMTA Pre -College Concerto Competitions were held Saturday, 
November 6, 2010, during the MMTA Conference at Delta State 
University.  In the piano competition there were  4 elementary 
entrants, 2 junior entrants, and 2 senior entrants.  In the strings 
competition there was 1 elementary entrant and 1 senior entrant.  All  

of the students gave fine performances.   Congratulations are in order for all who took part in the 
Concerto Competitions!  Be sure and see the listing of winners, participants, and teachers, available 
in this edition of the MMT.  For next year, we would like to hear many more capable students in 
this important competition.     

We have important dates coming up for the Pre-College Evaluations, so please mark your 
calendars.  Group B goes first with auditions on April 2 nd for students in Ellisville, Columbus, 
Oxford, Starkville, Vicksburg, and Wesson.  Group AÕs auditions will take place the following 
Saturday, April 9, for those in the Jackson, Meridian, Tupelo, Hattiesburg/Gulf Coast, and 
Goodman areas.  The MMTA Pre-College Finals will take place Saturday, May 14, 2011, at 
Mississippi College in Clinton.   

Ellen Price Elder, my predecessor, did a wonderful job as the Vice-President for Pre-Colleges 
Performances.  We should emulate her commitment to our organization.       

 

Respectfully submitted,   

Alice Ballard 
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Please check the conference page of the MMTA website for more 
upd ates as they become available. 

http://www.msmusicteachers.org/conference.php  
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Susan A. Smith, Chair

www.jcjc.edu/programs/finearts

Tracy Bedgood, Low Brass
Mike Boyd, Guitar/Music Survey

Je!  Cannon, Band
Joel Dunlap, Concert Choir
Kay Guiles, Piano/Organ

Jennifer Hart, Voice/Theater
Nikki Johnson, Voice/ Theater

Victoria Johnson, Piano
Lindsey Keay, Flute/Band
Meri Newell, Woodwinds

Patrick Richards, High Brass
Theresa Sanchez, Piano/Music Literature

Grey Shealy, Percussion
Susan A. Smith, Voice/Theory/JC Voices

Gregory Wascoe, Voice/Ear Training
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School of Music and Ministry Studies

Substantial scholarships are o! ered in the following areas of study:
¥ Bachelor of Music Ð Music Education (Choral and Instrumental)
¥ Bachelor of Music Ð Music " erapy
¥ Bachelor of Music Ð Performance
¥ Bachelor of Music Ð Contemporary Worship Music
¥ Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of General Studies Ð Music
¥ Master of Music Ð Music Education
¥ Master of Music Ð Church Music

For information regarding degrees, audition requirements and scholarships,  
contact Dr. Don Odom, dean, at dodom@wmcarey.edu or at (601) 318-6178.
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Mark Your Calendar  

November 6 -7, 2015 - Fall  2015 MMTA Conference  – Mississippi College, Clinton , MS 

November 6, 2015 – MTNA State Competitions - Mississippi College, Clinton, MS  

November 7, 2015 – MMTA Pre -College Concerto Competition – Mississippi College, 
Clinton, MS  

January 15-18, 2016 – 2016 MTNA Southern Division – The University of South Florida, 
Tampa, FL 

March 5, 2016 – MMTA Collegiate Competitions – Mississippi College, Clinton, MS  

April 2 -6, 2016 – 2016 MTNA National Conference, San Antonio, TX  

April 2, 2016 – Group A MMTA 2016 Pre -College Auditions – Goodman, Hattiesburg, 
Jackson, Oxford, and Tupelo  

April 9, 2016 – Group B MMTA 2016 Pre -College Auditions – Columbus/Starkville, 
Ellisville, Gulf Coast, Vicksburg  

April 16, 2016 – Mississippi Valley State Piano Festival, Itta Bena  

May 21, 2016 – MMTA Pre -College Finals – The University of Mississippi, Oxford  

 
 

Do you have an event you would like to be placed in the Mississippi Music Teacher?  Contact 
Stephanie Holmes at sholmes057@gmail.com.   

 



 

 

Mississippi Music Teacher Fall 2015 

18 

Mississippi Music Teacher is published online three 
times per year.  Address all communications, articles, 

and pictures to the Editor.  The MMT is available to the 
public on the MMTA website in PDF format.   

ADVERTISING: Limited advertising space is available 
for firms or indivi duals who have a product or service 
of specific interest or benefit to MMTA members.  All 

correspondence regarding advertising should be sent to 
the VP for Public Relations. 

YEARLY ADVERSTISING RATES (size in inches) 

2 !  x 1 $70   2 !  x 2 !   $120 

2 !  x 4 5/8  $170        2 !  x 7 $240 

4 5/8 x 4 5/8  $275  4 5/8 x 7 (half page) $500 

7 x 9 !  (full page)  $900 

Conference printed edition ads can be purchased for 
that one edition for 1/3 of the above prices.  
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MMTA Officers  
President  

Ellen Price Elder 
261 Timberton Dr. 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-467-9745 
ellen@ellenelder.com 

President Elect  

Alice Ballard  
Hinds Community College  
P.O. Box 1100 
Raymond, MS 39154 
Phone: 769-226-7038 
Work: 601-857-3528 
Alice.Ballard@hindscc.edu 

Immediate Past President  

Barbara Tracy 
617 Holly Ridge Drive  
Vicksburg, MS 39180 
Phone: 601-638-6453 
barbara9872@att.net 

VP for Membership & Web Management  

Janine Beasley 
3122 N 5th Ave. 
Laurel, MS 39440 
Phone: 601-649-9240 
music@beasinc.com 

VP for Collegiate & National Competions  

Sheri Falcone 
505 Cottonwood Dr.  
Starkville, MS 39759 
Phone: 662-325-2865 
sfalcone@colled.msstate.edu  

VP for Pre -College Perf ormances 

Karen Murphy  
101 Lake Pointe Lane 
Starkville, MS 39759 
Phone: 662-263-7912 
kmurphy@colled.msstate.edu  
 

VP for Pre -College Evaluations  

Dixie Lawson  
29 Scarlett St. 
Purvis, MS 39475 
Phone: 601-268-6216 
capriccio1@gmail.com 

VP for Public Relations (Newsletter Editor)  

Stephanie Holmes 
226 Hillcrest Drive  
Kosciusko, MS 39090 
Phone: 662-417-1390 
sholmes057@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Yvonne Young-McGrath  
753 Canterbury Dr 
Biloxi, MS 39532-4303 
Phone: 228-617-9127 
mcgmomx4@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Chris Ballard  
220 Devenport Circle 
Raymond, MS 39154 
gifblue@yahoo.com  

Appointed Officers  

Chair of Theory & Composition  

Valentin Bogdan  
900 5th Ave S #M 
Columbus, MS 39701 
Phone: 248-765-2785 
valybogdan@yahoo.com 

Chair of Independent Music Teachers Forum  

Victoria Johnson 
900 South Court Street 
Ellisville, MS 39437 
Phone: 601-477-2674 
victoria.johnson@jcjc.edu 
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Chair of College Faculty Forum  
 

Ellen Elder 
261 Timberton Dr. 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-467-9745 
ellen@ellenelder.com 

Chair of Certification  

Jacquelyn Thornell 
5929 Lake Trace Circle 
Jackson, MS 39211 
Phone: 601-952-0060 
jsthornell@bellsouth.net 
 

Webmaster 

Handmade Designs                                                   
Toll Free 1 -877 -467 -2660    
www.handmadedesigns.com  

Performance Area Chairs  

Brass 

Douglas Mark  
Delta State University  
Department of Music  
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4607 
dmark@deltastate.edu 

Chamber Music/Jazz  

Jung-Won Shin 
Delta State University  
Department of Music  
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4123 
jshin@deltastate.edu 

Guitar  

Michael Patilla  
Mississippi State University 
Dept. of Music  
P.O. Box 6240 
Mississippi State, MS 39762 
Phone: 662-325-2866 
guitar@colled.msstate.edu 
 

Piano 

Elizabeth Moak  
609 Woodbine Lane 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402 
Phone: 601-268-5524 
elizabeth.moak@usm.edu 

Strings  

Alexander Russakovsky 
University of Southern 
Mississippi  
School of Music 
118 College Drive, # 5081 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406 
Phone: 601-266 6851 
arussakovsky@hotmail.com 

Voice  

Phyllis Lewis -Hale 
Jackson State University 
Department of Music  
P.O. Box 17055 
Jackson, MS 39217 
Phone: 601-979-2984 
phyllis.lewis -hale@jsums.edu 

Woodwinds  

Shelley Collins 
Delta State University  
Department of Music  
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4617 
scollins@deltastate.edu 

Collaborative Arts  

Theresa Sanchez, NCTM 
907 N 34th Ave 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-271-8700 
theresa.sanchez@jcjc.edu 

Local Affiliates  

Golden Triangle Music Forum  

Katie Wallace 
1223 Meadowlark Dr.  
Starkville, MS 39759 
Phone: 662-341-5117 
wallacepiano5@gmail.com 
 

Gulf Coast MTA  

Carol Mahler  
9428 Hidden Acres Road 
Pass Christian, MS 39571 
Phone: 228-586-1879 
jmdoc@bellsouth.net 

Hattiesburg Music Teachers League  

Laura Broughton  
7 Canal Drive 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402 
Phone: 601-441-1248 
drlaurab@comcast.net  

Jones County MTA  

Janine Beasley 
3122 N 5th Ave. 
Laurel, MS 39440 
Phone: 601-649-9240 
music@beasinc.com 

Music Forum of Jackson  

Brenda Sullivan  
123 Summit Ridge 
Brandon, MS 39042 
Phone: 601-824-1301 
brendaasullivan@bellsouth.net 

Music Forum of Tupelo  

L. Darwin Brooks  
115 Locust Hill Rd. 
Belden, MS 38826 
Phone: 662-842-0673 
dbrooks@network-one.com 

Vicksburg MTA  

Jeanne Evans 
3140 Drummond St 
Vicksburg, MS 39180-4912 
Phone: 601-634-0826 
ajevans88@bellsouth.net 
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From the MMT Editor  

Our Fall Conference is quickly approaching!  IÕm excited about 
the line up we have for this yearÕs conference.  We are going to 
have great presentations, great music, and a great chance to 
catch up with our colleagues from around the state .   

Alice Ballard has been instrumental in planning this yearÕs 
conference.  When you see her, be sure to thank her for all of 
her hard work.  

See you at Mississippi College! 
Stephanie Holmes 

Editor 

 

 

  

Mississippi Music Teacher  

Stephanie Holmes, editor 

226 Hillcrest Drive  
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
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From the MMT Editor  

Stephanie Holmes 

Editor 

My pastor plays the guitar at several restaurants around Kosciusko and 
Jackson.  He recently told me about a conversation he had with one of his 
friends.  Don made the comment that he wanted to be a better musician.  
His friend told him that he was a good musician  simply because he had 
the gift of music.  He just had to learn how to tap in to that gift better.   
 
I believe that every child I teach has musical ability.  Some may just have 
more than others!  However, it is my job to teach them how to tap into 
that ability and become the pianist they are meant to be.  As pre-college 
auditions approach (Are they reall y in a month?!?), I hope to teach my 
students how to reach their potential .  I hope youÕll do the same. 
 
Happy 2012!  
 


