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Message from the President  

Ellen Elder 

Hello everyone!  I hope you have all had a relaxing summer and are able to enjoy these last few 
days before the start of the fall semester.  I am excited to report on the plans that are well 
underway for a wonderful year of MMTA/MTNA events.   
 
Please start now to make plans to attend our 62nd annual MMTA conference on November 4-5 at 
Delta State University.  Alice Ballard has done a wonderful job in preparation for this year’s 
conference.  Please extend your thanks when you see her!  In the upcoming weeks, please check 
the website for more information regarding the conference at 
msmusicteachers.org/conference.php.  
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Message from the President (continued) 

HATTIESBURG MUSIC TEACHERS LEAGUE 

h mt L 

I would also like to encourage our pre-college and collegiate teachers to enter their students in the 
MTNA competitions (deadline for entries is September 14 for MTNA competitions) as well as the 
MMTA spring collegiate competitions (deadline for entries is February 15).  The MTNA pre-college 
and collegiate competitions will be held on Friday, November 4 during our conference at Delta 
State, and the spring collegiate competitions will be held March 4, 2017 at Millsaps College.  A 
special thank you to Delta State and Millsaps for hosting these events for us.  Please encourage 
your students to enter and remind your colleagues about these important events.   
 
Please encourage previous MMTA members to renew their membership and invite your colleagues 
to join our organization.  As I have said before, sometimes it only takes one positive word for them 
to join! 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your President.  I hope you have a wonderful fall 
semester and see you at the Conference! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Ellen Elder 
MMTA President 
ellen@ellenelder.com 
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President-Elect’s Message 
 

Alice Ballard 

I am happy to report that the Mississippi Arts Commission (MAC) 
approved this year’s grant request and will award our organization 
$4,500.  This is the same amount we received last year, and we will 
gratefully use it to help fund our 62nd Fall Conference and our 2017 
Collegiate Competitions.   

Our conference committee is working on the 2016 MMTA 
Conference, which will be held November 4-5 at Delta State 
University in Cleveland.  This year’s Fall Conference is shaping up to  

be an exciting and memorable event.  Our clinician is consultant/coach/writer Dr. Julie Jaffee 
Nagel, who will present several sessions alone and with Dr. Louis Nagel, pianist.  Louis is our 
conference recital artist and he comes to us recently retired from the University of Michigan.  His 
performance will take place Friday, November 5 at 7:30 p.m. on the Delta State University campus.  
The concert is free and open to the public, so please share this information with friends and 
colleagues, so they can experience this wonderful concert.    

Our 2016 Commissioned Composer is Dr. Ben Williams, MMTA member and Assistant Professor 
of Music Theory and Composition at Mississippi College in Clinton.  The IMTF luncheon lecture 
will be presented by Dr. Rebecca Bellelo, founder of the piano academy Piano Pathways, located in 
Baton Rouge.  Her topic will be “Teaching Adults.”  She will also serve as judge of the pre-college 
piano concerto competitions which will be held Saturday afternoon.  In addition, a number of 
member and non-member presentations are planned for both days of the conference.  This is a 
unique opportunity for you to take part, so please send your ideas for presentations to me by 
September 15.  With your help, our organization can provide programs and performances of 
interest to every single musician in our state.   

If you know of new college or university faculty in Mississippi, please tell them about our New 
Faculty Showcase at Conference.  Just put me in touch with them, and I will extend a personal 
invitation to perform in the New Faculty concert on Friday afternoon.  Also, I hope you will attend 
our Pre-College Finals Gold Medal Winners Recital and hear our outstanding medalists perform 
on Saturday.  Be sure to enter your students in the MTNA competitions (Friday morning) and the 
pre-college concerto competitions (Saturday afternoon).  Sheri Falcone and Karen Murphy will be 
in touch regarding the deadlines for these competitions.    

Considering the variety of events planned for our 62nd Conference, it will be a tremendous 
professional opportunity for members, teachers, and students--not to be missed!  Invite all your 
friends and colleagues so we will have a large, enthusiastic turnout.   

The Conference Schedule will be emailed to all MMTA members and published on our website 
under ÒConference.Ó  Stay posted for times and details about all events.   

Respectfully submitted,  

Alice Ballard  

MMTA President -Elect 
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TreasurerÕs Report 

Chris Ballard 

 

As we begin the new MMTA fiscal year our budget is in good shape.  We have about $5000 more 
in the budget this year than we did a year ago at about this same time.  Much of this surplus is due 
to the frugal management of MMTA monies by those in leadership positions that are in charge of 
the various yearly events.  I congratulate all of you who were careful in your MMTA monetary 
spending during the past year.  As we begin this new year , I ask you all to once again use good 
judgement in the money you spend for various events and activities. If we all work tog ether I am 
sure we can have another good financial year.  As always, if I can help any of you as your 
treasurer please let me know. 

 

Chris Ballard  
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Vice President for Pre-College 
Performances 

Karen Murphy 

To help everyone plan ahead, the 2017 District Evaluations will start with 
Group B on April 1, and Group A on April 8.  Pre-College Finals next year 
will be held on May 13th at the University of Southern Mississippi, 
Hattiesburg.  Also, next year’s Finals Recital Schedule will once again be 
posted on the MMTA website approximately two weeks before the Finals 
event.  The performance order for all recitals next year will be ‘Z-A’. 

At the upcoming MMTA Conference, we will have the Gold Medalists’ 
Recital on Saturday, November 5, at 11 a.m. on the campus of Delta State  

University in the BPAC Recital Hall.  This recital, as in the past, will feature the pre-college gold 
medal winners from our Pre-College Finals event last May.  A new addition to the recital will be 
the inclusion of MTNA composition winners who will have an opportunity to have their winning 
compositions performed.  I hope you will be able to attend this special recital. 

During the afternoon of November 5th, the Pre-College Concerto Competition will take place in the 
BPAC Recital Hall.  Registration will be at 1:15 pm in the lobby outside the BPAC entrance and the 
competition will begin at 1:30 pm.  This competition is in a recital format and is open to the public.  
The event includes students in elementary, junior and senior divisions, and this year there will be 
both piano and string students competing. 

The deadline, unfortunately, for both the Gold Medalists’ Recital and Pre-College Concerto 
Competition is past, but there is always next year!  Hope to see you at the Conference in 
November!   

   
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Karen Murphy, NCTM 

Vice-President for Pre-College Performances 
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Vice-President for Membership and Web Management 

Janine Beasley 

Vice President for Membership and Web Management 
August 1, 2016 
Janine Beasley 

As of August 18, 2016, 113 members are listed for the 2016-2017 year. Of these 1 is reinstating 
member/Transfer from IL/Change from Active to Collegiate, 1 is reinstating member, and 4 are 
new members. 

Website changes: 

Added 2016 State Finals Recital Winners List to website 

Uploaded Spring and Summer MMT 

Added Pre-college State Finals information to website, and removed after the event 

Uploaded 2016 Sample Theory Tests and Keys to website 

Updated Events Calendar with 2016 Ð 2017 information 

Ongoing: 

Miscellaneous updates as needed 

Continue to send mass emails to members as requested 

Updating website with member information; will send email to members who have not renewed to 
remind them to renew 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janine Beasley 
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Affiliate News  
Hattiesburg Music Teachers League 

Vicksburg Music Teachers  

Vicksburg Music Teachers Association is looking forward to a busy year!    The annual Boys Recital 
is the day before Halloween, and the time will fly till the first event of our season.    We plan 
another ÒFor the Love of MusicÓ recital in the early Spring.   Last year, we implemented this as a 
mini -fund raiser, to help cover program printing and miscellaneous costs for the year.   We were so 
thankful to see the support from our families.    
  
Barbara Tracy is serving as Dean for the American Guild of Organists in Mississippi.   She is 
organizing a concert and workshop.   Wilma Jenson will give an organ recital on Friday, October 14, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church in Vicksburg.   On Saturday, October 15, from 10:00 
a.m. unti l noon, Wilma Jenson will give a workshop on technique, geared toward pianists.      Also 
at First Presbyterian Church, in Vicksburg.    All are welcome.  
  
Our members in Vicksburg are:   Jeanne Evans, President; Judith Allen, Judy Buys, Linda Carnes, 
Denise Ragsdale, Kim Steen, and Barbara Tracy.  
  
Respectfully submitted,  
Jeanne Evans 

The Hattiesburg Music Teachers League looks forward to another academic year full of wonderful 
music-making and teaching! We are most grateful to Dr. Laura Broughton for her four years of 
organized, dedicated leadership, and I am pleased to take over the role of president. 

Our fall meeting will take place at the University of Southern Mississippi on Saturday, September 
10. We are looking forward to a program of piano duo/duet music performed by Dr. Jonathan 
Jung, a new piano faculty member at Jones County Junior College, and his wife, Dr. Joohae Kim, 
staff accompanist at USM.  

Also on the fall schedule are Hattiesburg Music Teachers League student recitals on October 29 at 
Mississippi Music. We are also excited to attend the Mississippi Music Teachers Association state 
convention at Delta State University Nov. 4 -5. 

The executive board for 2016-2018 consists of Dr. Victoria Johnson, President; Dr. Laura 
Broughton, Immediate Past President; Dr. Elizabeth Moak, Vice President for Programs; Dr. 
Joanna Burnside, Vice President for Membership; Dixie Lawson, Treasurer; and Tae Young Hong, 
secretary.  

Best wishes to all for a successful year! 

Respectfully submitted,  

Victoria Johnson, Ph.D., NCTM 
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GCMTA’s Board planning meeting was held on August 4, at Mississippi Music in Biloxi.  Brian 
Murphy, piano professor at William Carey University, visited and shared with Board members 
about the school’s upcoming Piano Week which will take place during the last week in September.  
Officers for this year are Carol Mahler, President; Elsie Barnes, Vice-President; Aaron Windham, 
Recording Secretary; Mandy Long, Treasurer; Bonnie Sheldon, Web and Membership Manager; 
Dawn Nelson, Festival Chairman; Carol Mahler and Bonnie Sheldon, Pre-College Evaluations Co-
Chairs; and Carol Mahler, Publicity.  

On September 8, GCMTA members will be treated to a tour of the Ray and Joan Kroc Center for 
the Performing and Visual Arts facility, located in Biloxi.  GCMTA member Aaron Windham, who 
is the Center’s Music & Creative Arts Coordinator, will give a guided tour through the state of the 
art facility. On November 17, Carol Mahler will facilitate a “Pre-College Orientation.”  Business 
meetings will be held prior to these programs. 

GCMTA will present students in group recital at Mississippi Music on Sunday afternoon, October 
23.  

I look forward to serving again alongside our dedicated Board members this coming year as our 
membership base continues to increase in numbers and enthusiasm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Mahler,  

GCMTA President 

 

Gulf Coast Music Teachers Association 
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Vice President for Pre-College 
Performances 

Alice Ballard 

The MMTA Pre-College Concerto Competitions were held Saturday, 
November 6, 2010, during the MMTA Conference at Delta State 
University.  In the piano competition there were 4 elementary 
entrants, 2 junior entrants, and 2 senior entrants.  In the strings 
competition there was 1 elementary entrant and 1 senior entrant.  All  

of the students gave fine performances.   Congratulations are in order for all who took part in the 
Concerto Competitions!  Be sure and see the listing of winners, participants, and teachers, available 
in this edition of the MMT.  For next year, we would like to hear many more capable students in 
this important competition.     

We have important dates coming up for the Pre-College Evaluations, so please mark your 
calendars.  Group B goes first with auditions on April 2nd for students in Ellisville, Columbus, 
Oxford, Starkville, Vicksburg, and Wesson.  Group A’s auditions will take place the following 
Saturday, April 9, for those in the Jackson, Meridian, Tupelo, Hattiesburg/Gulf Coast, and 
Goodman areas.  The MMTA Pre-College Finals will take place Saturday, May 14, 2011, at 
Mississippi College in Clinton.   

Ellen Price Elder, my predecessor, did a wonderful job as the Vice-President for Pre-Colleges 
Performances.  We should emulate her commitment to our organization.       

 

Respectfully submitted,   

Alice Ballard 
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     JONES COUNTY MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
     Janine Beasley, President 
 
     August 20, 2016 

 
 
 
It is with great sadness that I have to report that Ellen Gunn is extremely ill and has had to retire 
from teaching. We mourn her loss as a teacher and we are trying our best to regroup our 
resources to work around her loss as an active member. This is a most difficult task as she has 
been our matriarch, our leader, and one of the most valuable members of our organization. 
We were not able as a group to meet to choose new officers and committee members, and to 
determine dates for our yearly events, or music for the events. However, via email and the work 
of our most active members, we were able to determine dates for Showcase Recital, Solo-Sonata 
Competition, and Ensemble Festival, as well as select music for Solo-Sonata Competition and 
Ensemble Festival. We are working to determine replacements for vacant positions for our 
committees.  
 
A luncheon meeting will be held at Morgan’s on Main in Collins August 27, 2016. We will 
discuss vacant positions, including MMTA District Chair, at that time. 
 
The JCMTA annual Showcase Recital will be held on Sunday, November 13, 2016. Student 
performers and composers will be highlighted at this event. 
 
The JCMTA annual Solo and Sonata Competition will be held on Saturday, January 21, 2017. 
The competition is for students sixth through twelfth grade. 
 
JCMTA will hold its annual Ensemble Festival February 25, 2017. 
 
Business meetings will be held prior to the above events. 
 
Jones County Music Teachers Association will participate in the Ellisville area MMTA 
Evaluations April 1, 2017 at Jones County Junior College.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janine Beasley 

 



 

 

Mississippi Music Teacher Fall 2016 

10 

	

	

Music Forum of Jackson owes a debt of gratitude to our outgoing president, Brenda Sullivan for 
her two years of outstanding leadership. Her enthusiasm and creativity, supported by her 
methodical dependability, kept us on a forward track of professional development for ourselves 
as teachers, and musical development for our students. 

Our Area MMTA Auditions (ably coordinated by Jacquelyn Thornell)  at Hinds Community 
College brought participation by 92 students of 16 teachers;  62 of these students qualified for 
the State Finals. 

Members met at Anjou for our annual Spring Luncheon to celebrate an active year, enjoy 
fellowship, and elect a new slate of officers. 

Preparations for 2016-2017 began on June 16 with a Budget Committee meeting and continued 
on June 30 with a Board Meeting. We are planning our programs, which will begin with an 
August Music Give Away/Music Swap event. We are also planning a coffee chat program on 
Technology in Teaching, and a presentation by Dr. Angela Willoughby.  Our annual 
Sonata/Sonatina Festival for students of Music Forum of Jackson is scheduled for November 
19th at Millsaps College with Donna Reed and Patsy Simpson serving as co-chairpersons. 

Please take note that the Forty-Eighth annual Bach Festival has been scheduled for February 4, 
1917 at Hinds Community College in Raymond, again chaired by Kathie Gunn Lott. Watch 
your mailbox for the new brochure or contact Kathie at kclott@bellsouth.net  

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol S. Durham 
President, MFJ 
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2016 Conference 

November 4—5, 2015 

Delta State University, Cleveland 

 

Dr. Rebecca Bellelo 

Independent Music Teachers Forum Speaker 

A National Certified Teacher of Piano, Rebecca C. Bellelo holds a Ph.D. in music from 
LSU, and a Master of Music degree in Piano Pedagogy from LSU. She earned a Bachelor 
of Music degree in piano performance from Delta State University.  

Rebecca founded the piano academy, Piano Pathways LLC, in 2011 with the goal to 
offer the Baton Rouge community a piano-centered music studio, where any student 
with any desire to play piano could be accepted and learn to play the instrument. In 
2014 and 2015, the studio was voted on and received the Family Favorites' Award of 
“Best Music Program” by Baton Rouge Parents Magazine. Now employing 5 piano 
teachers and serving 125+ students throughout the Baton Rouge area, Piano Pathways 
offers a variety of lessons and classes to a wide range of students of all ability levels. 
 
As a piano teacher for the past ten years to pre-college level students, her students have 
been honored for their performances by winning numerous awards in local and state 
festivals. Rebecca serves as a mentor to new Recreational Music Making (RMM) 
teachers awarded the National Piano Foundation RMM Teaching Fellowship, and also 
serves on the MTNA Pedagogy Saturday RMM Track planning committee. She has 
served as an active adjudicator, clinician, and presenter at several state and national 
conferences, including Music Teachers National Association Conferences, National 
Conference on Keyboard Pedagogy, National Association for Music Education 
conference, Louisiana Music Teachers Association state conferences, and Louisiana 
Music Educators Association conferences. Rebecca has also taught group piano and 
piano pedagogy at Southeastern Louisiana University in Hammond, LA, and also 
taught elementary general music at Central Intermediate School in Central, LA. 
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Dr. Benjamin Williams 

Commissioned Composer 

Benjamin Williams is a composer in central Mississippi and an Assistant Professor of 
Music Theory and Composition at Mississippi College. Raised in Northeast Ohio, 
Williams earned degrees in Music Composition from The University of Akron (B.M and 
M.M.) and The Ohio State University (D.M.A.). Williams also performs chamber music 
locally with the Mockingbird Trio and with the jazz ensemble Brick Street Trio. He is 
married to violinist Emily Williams. 

Williams has been performed by The Cleveland Chamber Symphony, The University of 
Akron Chamber Choir and the Ohio State University Symphonic Band. Recent 
performances include the NACUSA National Conference, UCM New Music Festival, 
The Society of Composers, Inc. National Conference, Electronic Music Midwest 
Festival, Denison New Music Festival, Kentucky New Music Festival and the University 
of Nebraska New Music Festival. Williams was the 2008–9 Composer-in-Residence with 
the Ohio State University Symphony and the 2013–14 Composer-in-Residence for 
the Premiere Orchestral Institute in Jackson, Mississippi. 

He has won the Johnstone Woodwind Master Series III Competition and the APSU 
Annual Young Composers Competition. Williams has also been finalist in the Ithaca 
College Choral Composition Contest and a National Federation of Music 
Clubs recipient of the ASCAP/Victor Herbert Award. Recent commissions 
include Voices of Canton, Inc., the New Brunswick Chamber Orchestra and 
the University of Akron Men's Chorus. 

Benjamin Williams serves as editor of the SCI Newsletter and has been an editor for The 
Ohio State Online Music Journal. He has also served as the conference manager for an 
SCI Student National Conference. 

 

 



 

 

Mississippi Music Teacher Fall 2016 

13 

 

 

Dr. Julie Jaffee Nagel 

Conference Clinician 

“Mental Health and Performance Anxiety” 

As a concert pianist and Juilliard graduate with two degrees, I performed with (or 
despite of) stage fright for many years. Because of this, I came to the decision it was 
important to gain a better understanding of what interfered with doing what I loved 
and was trained to do. So, I returned to school at The University of Michigan where I 
graduated with 3 more degrees Ð MSW, MA (psychology) and Ph.D. (psychology and 
social work). Wishing to explore the deeper layers of stage fright and other 
psychological roadblocks, I subsequently completed training as a psychoanalyst at the 
Michigan Psychoanalytic Institute.  

I bring my unique background and education as well as my passion and interest in 
mental health and performance anxiety to my work as a psychotherapist and 
psychoanalyst.  
 
I offer a broad range of psychological and educational options for anxiety, depression, 
relationship issues, self-esteem, career concerns and many other issues that are blocking 
you from reaching your goals. These include evaluations, consultations, coaching for 
auditions and job interviews, making public presentations, test anxiety, writers block - 
in short help to unblock the roadblocks to your caree r success.  
 
I have treated countless individuals over many years and helped them discover barriers 
to feeling competent so that they can pursue and fulfill their professional and personal 
dreams. 
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Dr. Louis Nagel  

Guest Artist  

Louis Nagel  combines an active concert and teaching schedule and is noted for his 
lecture-recitals by musicians and non-musicians alike. He has performed in highly 
acclaimed solo recitals and concerto concerts in major American and European cities. 
He has taught at the Interlochen Arts Camp, International Music Camp in Poland, 
Adamant Music School, and the Amalfi Coast Music Festival in Italy.  At the University 
of Michigan, h e is the director of the School of Music, Theatre and Dance Outreach 
Program, advisor to the Bachelor of Musical Arts Degree program, the Interim Piano 
Department Chair, and has been on the faculty since 1969. 

Professor Nagel is a sought-after presenter at state and national conferences with 
lecture-recitals at National Music Teachers' Association conventions in Dallas, 
Washington, D.C., and Salt Lake City. He is often invited as a state convention artist 
and has appeared in other forums throughout the United States. He is a member and 
former board member of the American Liszt Society and  often performs at its annual 
festivals including the Great Romantics Festival at McMaster University in Hamilton, 
Ontario.  

Louis Nagel has collaborated with his wife, psychologist, psychoanalyst and musician, 
Dr. Julie Jaffee Nagel, at the Michigan Psychoanalytic Institute and the  American 
Psychoanalytic Association. Professor Nagel is a Steinway artist, and has performed in 
Steinway Hall in New York as well as numerous times for the Steinway music stores in 
Michigan.   He has recorded Four Centuries of J. S. Bach for Equilibrium, Music of C.P.E. 
Bach and Joseph Haydn for Block M.  

His three degrees from The Juilliard School include studies with R osina Lhevinne, Josef 
Raieff, and Joseph Bloch.  Subsequent to his studies at The Juilliard School was a 
summer of coaching with Vladimir Ashkenazy.  
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Please check the conference page of the MMTA website for more 
updates as they become available. 

http://www.msmusicteachers.org/conference.php  

Recent performances have included MussorgskyÕs Pictures at an Exhibition in Florence, 
Italy and four programs devoted to the piano sonatas of Schubert at Kerrytown.   In 
addition, h e presented a program on the French Suites of Bach at the Music Teachers 
National Association National Convention in New York.  

School of Music and Ministry Studies

Substantial scholarships are o! ered in the following areas of study:
¥ Bachelor of Music Ð Music Education (Choral and Instrumental)
¥ Bachelor of Music Ð Music " erapy
¥ Bachelor of Music Ð Performance
¥ Bachelor of Music Ð Contemporary Worship Music
¥ Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of General Studies Ð Music
¥ Master of Music Ð Music Education
¥ Master of Music Ð Church Music

For information regarding degrees, audition requirements and scholarships,  
contact Dr. Don Odom, dean, at dodom@wmcarey.edu or at (601) 318-6178.
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Susan A. Smith, Chair

www.jcjc.edu/programs/finearts

Tracy Bedgood, Low Brass

Mike Boyd, Guitar/Music Survey

Ben Burge, Band/Woodwinds

Joel Dunlap, Concert Choir

Jonathan Jung, Piano/Theory

Jennifer Hart, Theater

Victoria Johnson, Piano

Lindsey Keay, Flute/Band

Patrick Richards, High Brass

Theresa Sanchez, Piano/Music Literature

Lucas Brust, Percussion/Band

Susan A. Smith, Voice/Theory/JC Voices

Gregory Wascoe, Voice/Ear Training
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Mark Your Calendar  

November 4 -5, 2016 - Fall  2016 MMTA Conference  – Delta State University, Cleveland , MS  

November 4, 2016 – MTNA State Competitions – Delta State University, Cleveland, MS  

November 5, 2016 – MMTA Pre -College Concerto Competition – Delta State University, 
Cleveland, MS  

April 1, 2017 – Group B MMTA 2016 Pre -College Auditions – Columbus/Stark ville, 
Ellisville, Gulf Coast, Vicksburg  

April 8, 2017 – Group A MMTA 2016 Pre -College Auditions – Goodman, Hattiesburg, 
Jackson, Oxford, and Tupelo  

May 13, 2017 – MMTA Pre-College Finals – The University of Southern Mississippi, 
Hattiesburg 

 
 

Do you have an event you would like to be placed in the Mississippi Music Teacher?  Contact 
Stephanie Holmes at sholmes057@gmail.com.   
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Mississippi Music Teacher is published online three 
times per year.  Address all communications, articles, 
and pictures to the Editor.  The MMT is available to the 

public on the MMTA website in PDF format.   

ADVERTISING: Limited advertising space is available 
for firms or individuals who have a product or service 
of specific interest or benefit to MMTA members.  All 

correspondence regarding advertising should be sent to 
the VP for Public Relations. 

YEARLY ADVERSTISING RATES (size in inches) 

2 ¼ x 1 $70   2 ¼ x 2 ¼  $120 

2 ¼ x 4 5/8  $170        2 ¼ x 7 $240 

4 5/8 x 4 5/8 $275  4 5/8 x 7 (half page) $500 

7 x 9 ¼ (full page) $900 

Conference printed edition ads can be purchased for 
that one edition for 1/3 of the above prices. 
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MMTA Officers 
President 

Ellen Price Elder 
261 Timberton Dr. 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-467-9745 
ellen@ellenelder.com 

President Elect  

Alice Ballard  
Hinds Community College  
P.O. Box 1100 
Raymond, MS 39154 
Phone: 769-226-7038 
Work: 601-857-3528 
Alice.Ballard@hindscc.edu 

Immediate Past President  

Barbara Tracy 
617 Holly Ridge Drive  
Vicksburg, MS 39180 
Phone: 601-638-6453 
barbara9872@att.net 

VP for Membership & Web Management  

Janine Beasley 
3122 N 5th Ave. 
Laurel, MS 39440 
Phone: 601-649-9240 
music@beasinc.com 

VP for Collegiate & National Competions  

Sheri Falcone 
505 Cottonwood Dr.  
Starkville, MS 39759 
Phone: 662-325-2865 
sfalcone@colled.msstate.edu  

VP for Pre -College Performances  

Karen Murphy  
101 Lake Pointe Lane 
Starkville, MS 39759 
Phone: 662-263-7912 
kmurphy@colled.msstate.edu  
 

VP for Pre -College Evaluations  

Dixie Lawson  
29 Scarlett St. 
Purvis, MS 39475 
Phone: 601-268-6216 
capriccio1@gmail.com 

VP for Public Relations (Newsletter Editor)  

Stephanie Holmes 
226 Hillcrest Drive  
Kosciusko, MS 39090 
Phone: 662-417-1390 
sholmes057@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Yvonne Young-McGrath  
753 Canterbury Dr 
Biloxi, MS 39532-4303 
Phone: 228-617-9127 
mcgmomx4@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Chris Ballard  
220 Devenport Circle 
Raymond, MS 39154 
gifblue@yahoo.com  

Appointed Officers  

Chair of Theory  & Composition  

Valentin Bogdan  
900 5th Ave S #M 
Columbus, MS 39701 
Phone: 248-765-2785 
valybogdan@yahoo.com 

Chair of Independent Music Teachers Forum  

Victoria Johnson 
900 South Court Street 
Ellisville, MS 39437 
Phone: 601-477-2674 
victoria.johnson@jcjc.edu 
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Chair of College Faculty Forum  
 

Ellen Elder 
261 Timberton Dr. 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-467-9745 
ellen@ellenelder.com 

Chair of Certification  

Jacquelyn Thornell 
5929 Lake Trace Circle 
Jackson, MS 39211 
Phone: 601-952-0060 
jsthornell@bellsouth.net 
 

Webmaster 

Handmade Designs                                                   
Toll Free 1 -877 -467 -2660    
www.handmadedesigns.com  

Performance Area Chairs  

Brass 

Douglas Mark  
Delta State University  
Department of Music  
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4607 
dmark@deltastate.edu 

Chamber Music/Jazz  

Jung-Won Shin 
Delta State University  
Department of Music  
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4123 
jshin@deltastate.edu 

Guitar  

Michael Patilla  
Mississippi State University 
Dept. of Music  
P.O. Box 6240 
Mississippi State, MS 39762 
Phone: 662-325-2866 
guitar@colled.msstate.edu 
 

Piano 

Elizabeth Moak  
609 Woodbine Lane 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402 
Phone: 601-268-5524 
elizabeth.moak@usm.edu 

Strings  

Alexander Russakovsky 
University of Southern 
Mississippi  
School of Music  
118 College Drive, # 5081 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406 
Phone: 601-266 6851 
arussakovsky@hotmail.com 

Voice  

Phyllis Lewis -Hale 
Jackson State University 
Department of Music  
P.O. Box 17055 
Jackson, MS 39217 
Phone: 601-979-2984 
phyllis.lewis -hale@jsums.edu 

Woodwinds  

Shelley Collins 
Delta State University  
Department of Music  
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4617 
scollins@deltastate.edu 

Collaborative Arts  

Theresa Sanchez, NCTM 
907 N 34th Ave 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-271-8700 
theresa.sanchez@jcjc.edu 

Local Affiliates  

Golden Triangle Music Forum  

Katie Wallace 
1223 Meadowlark Dr.  
Starkville, MS 39759 
Phone: 662-341-5117 
wallacepiano5@gmail.com 
 

Gulf Coast MTA  

Carol Mahler  
9428 Hidden Acres Road 
Pass Christian, MS 39571 
Phone: 228-586-1879 
jmdoc@bellsouth.net 

Hattie sburg Music Teachers League  

Victoria Johnson 
900 South Court Street 
Ellisville, MS 39437 
Phone: 601-477-2674 
victoria.johnson@jcjc.edu 

Jones County MTA  

Janine Beasley 
3122 N 5th Ave. 
Laurel, MS 39440 
Phone: 601-649-9240 
music@beasinc.com 

Music Forum of Jackson  

Carol Du rham  
304 Camp Garaywa Road 
Clinton , MS 39056 
Phone: 601-924-0469 
cdurham@comcast.net 

Music Forum of Tupelo  

L. Darwin Bro oks 
115 Locust Hill Rd. 
Belden, MS 38826 
Phone: 662-842-0673 
dbrooks@network-one.com 

Vicksburg MTA  

Jeanne Evans 
3140 Drummond St 
Vicksburg, MS 39180-4912 
Phone: 601-634-0826 
ajevans88@bellsouth.net 
 



 

 

Mississippi Music Teacher Fall 2016 

21 

 

From the MMT Editor  

Our Fall Conference is quickly approaching!  IÕm excited about 
the line up we have for this yearÕs conference.  We are going to 
have great presentations, great music, and a great chance to 
catch up with our colleagues from around the state .   

Alice Ballard has been instrumental in planning this yearÕs 
conference.  When you see her, be sure to thank her for all of 
her hard work.  

See you at Delta State! 
Stephanie Holmes 

Editor 

 

 

  

Mississippi Music Teacher  

Stephanie Holmes, editor 

226 Hillcrest Drive  
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
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From the MMT Editor  

Stephanie Holmes 

Editor 

My pastor plays the guitar at several restaurants around Kosciusko and 
Jackson.  He recently told me about a conversation he had with one of his 
friends.  Don made the comment that he wanted to be a better musician.  
His friend told him that he was a good musician  simply because he had 
the gift of music.  He just had to learn how to tap in to that gift better.   
 
I believe that every child I teach has musical ability.  Some may just have 
more than others!  However, it is my job to teach them how to tap into 
that ability and become the pianist they are meant to be.  As pre-college 
auditions approach (Are they reall y in a month?!?), I hope to teach my 
students how to reach their potential .  I hope youÕll do the same. 
 
Happy 2012!  
 


