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Message from the President  

Alice Ballard 

Dear Members of MMTA, 

Plans for all of our 2017-2018 MMTA and MTNA events 
are progressing nicely!  It is definitely time for you to save 
the date for our 63rd annual MMTA conference, which will 
be held on November 3-4 at Millsaps College in Jackson.  
President-Elect Victoria Johnson has already been  

preparing diligently for this year’s conference, which is sure to be exceptional.  Be sure and check 
our website for more information at http://msmusicteachers.org/conference.php 

The annual MMTA Business meeting, open to all members, will take place on Saturday morning of 
the Conference, on November 4th.  At this meeting, the general membership is permitted to bring 
forward items for consideration.     
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Message from the President (continued) 

MTNA competition information: The deadline for entries in pre-college and collegiate 
competitions is Wednesday, September 13, 3:00 pm Eastern Time.  These competitions will be held 
on Friday, November 3 during our conference at Millsaps. 

MMTA competition information: The deadline for MMTA spring collegiate competitions entries is 
February 15.  The collegiate competitions will be held March 3, 2018 at Jones County Junior College 
in Ellisville.  We all appreciate our hosts, Millsaps and JCJC, for giving us a home for these 
competitions!  Please encourage your students to enter and be sure to remind your colleagues 
about these great opportunities.    

To help our organization thrive, please invite your colleagues to join MMTA, and encourage 
previous MMTA members to renew their membership.  Be a magnetic member!  Be the sort of 
musician whom others simply can’t resist.   

Thank you for supporting me as your President.  I think the members of MMTA are truly a golden 
group.  I look forward to seeing you at the Conference.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Alice Ballard 
MMTA President  

! ! ! ! ! ! !!

!

!

!

!"#$%&'%

!"##"##"$$"%#
&"'#(
)*+,-
.//"-",(0

&*12303 4567



 

 

Mississippi Music Teacher Fall 2017 

3 

President-Elect’s Message 
 

Victoria Johnson 

Planning for the 63rd annual MMTA Fall Conference continues! We will be at 
Millsaps College Nov. 3-4. I am most grateful to Rachel Heard for her 
ongoing work as conference host. Please plan to attend and invite your 
colleagues and friends—we hope to have a healthy number of enthusiastic 
attendees!  
 
In July, I was pleased (relieved!) to learn that we received $4100 from the 
Mississippi Arts Council. This grant helps support the fall conference, as 
well as the March Collegiate Competitions. I must thank Alice Ballard again 
for her tremendous help in the preparation of the grant materials.  
 
We have a terrific group of guest performers/presenters for the conference. 
The Athens Guitar Duo will give the guest artist recital Friday, Nov. 3, at 
7:30 p.m. Their program includes works by Johannes Möller, Roland Dyens,  

and Domenico Scarlatti. The performance is free and open to the public, so please help spread the 
word! Keeping to the guitar theme, commissioned composer Dr. Joe L. Alexander (Mississippi 
University for Women), is writing a piece for guitar. Many thanks to John Jackson and Valentin 
Bogdan for recommending and inviting these guest artists. 

On the pedagogy side of things, our featured clinician and Independent Music Teachers Forum 
guest presenter promise to provide stimulating ideas to freshen our teaching. Dr. Jane Magrath 
(University of Oklahoma), author of the Pianist’s Guide to Standard Teaching and Performance 
Literature, will give a masterclass and present the following sessions: “Fresh Classics: Motivating 
Students While Finding Meaning,” “Early Lessons on Burgmüller, Heller, and Schumann,” and 
“The Top 40: Intermediate to Lower-Advanced Core Piano Literature.” Sue Steck-Turner will 
discuss sight-reading at the IMTF luncheon and judge the Pre-College Concerto Competition. Ms. 
Steck-Turner, of Lafayette, LA, is a longtime, outstanding teacher and leader in the LMTA and 
MTNA. 
 
 Of course, the fall conference would not be complete without the contributions of members and 
their students. Please submit proposals for member presentations by September 15, and let me 
know of potential performers for our New Faculty Recital. Also, plan to attend the gold medal 
winners’ recital and enter your students in the MTNA and Pre-College Concerto Competitions.  
 
See you all at Millsaps! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Victoria Johnson 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Chris Ballard 

 

At the end of MMTA’s fiscal year concluding June 30, 2017, our financial affairs were in excellent 
shape.  We met our budget projection that was in place for the 2016/17 fiscal year.  Our budgeted 
income was $33,675.00 and our actual income was $37,441.70.  Our budgeted expenses were 
$32,100.00 and our actual expenses were $32,840.19.  Therefore, we finished the fiscal year in the 
black by $4,601.51.  I commend all of you who worked to keep the budget in check by your 
frugality in the handling of your various MMTA financial responsibilities.  I would ask each of you 
to continue to be prudent in your MMTA spending during the coming fiscal year as expenses 
continue to rise while our income will remain at about the same level as last year.  I thank you all 
for the opportunity and trust you have shown me by allowing me to be your State Treasurer. I look 
forward to serving you in this position during the coming fiscal year.  As always, please feel free to 
contact me if you have any MMTA financially related issues or questions.   

 

Chris Ballard 
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Vice-President for Membership and Web Management 

Janine Beasley 

Vice President for Membership and Web Management 
August 19, 2017 
Janine Beasley 

As of August 18, 2017, 117 members are listed for the 2017-2018 year. Of these 1 is new collegiate 

member from MTNA Conference, 2 are reinstating members, and 5 are new members. 

Website changes: 

Uploaded Spring and Summer MMT 

Updated Events Calendar with 2017 – 2018 information 

Ongoing: 

Miscellaneous updates as needed 

Continue to send mass emails to members as requested 

Updating website with member information; will send email to members who have not renewed to 

remind them to renew 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janine Beasley 
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Composition Chair 

1. We are finalizing the contract for Dr. Joe L. Alexander, who is the 2017 MMTA Commissioned 
Composer of the Year.  He is writing a solo guitar piece for the MMTA Conference, which will be 
performed by Dr. Alan Goldspiel, guitar professor and chair of the music department at University 
of Montevallo, in Montevallo, Alabama.  Dr. Goldspiel also agreed to perform additional works in 
order to complete a half hour mini recital during the MMTA conference.   

2.  The entrance deadline for the MMTA Composition competition will be September 13th.  We 
will send emails to our members hoping to gather some interest and hopefully have a high number 
of entries.  Last year there were 5 entries; it is my hope that we can exceed that number this 
year.  The judge for this competition will be Dr. Alan Goldspiel, composer and classical guitarist 
from University of Montevallo, Alabama.  I also hope we can continue to showcase the winning 
pieces at this year's conference, either during the gold medal concert (perhaps for the pre-college 
winners), and in the new music concert showcasing the commissioned piece (for the collegiate 
winners).   

Respectfully submitted 

Valentin M. Bogdan, DMA   

Scholarship Established in Memory of George Imbragulio 

George Imbragulio 

Former students and friends have established a piano scholarship in 
memory of long-time piano faculty member Mr. George Imbragulio, 
through the University of Southern Mississippi Foundation.  A 
launching of the fund with a tribute recital and reception took place 
on October 1, in Marsh Auditorium on the USM campus, with 
performances by USM faculty pianists.  Mr. Imbragulio taught at 
USM from 1950 to 1980, and was a dedicated and distinguished 
teacher, performer, and adjudicator.  He passed away in March 2015 
at the age of 91, and leaves a great legacy of pianism in Mississippi 
and beyond.  He served as president of MMTA 1978-1980, and 
received the Teacher of the Year Award from MMTA.  For those 
interested in contributing to the scholarship fund, please contact the 
USM Foundation, 118 College Drive #5210, Hattiesburg, MS  39406-
0001, and reference the George Imbragulio Memorial Scholarship 
Endowment, Fund No. 2240.  Phone 601.266.5210; fax 601.266.5735 
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Affiliate News 
Hattiesburg Music Teachers League 

Vicksburg Music Teachers  

Here we go again! The HMTL will kick off the fall semester with a business meeting and program 
Saturday, September 9th at 9:30 a.m. at the University of Southern Mississippi School of Music. Carol 
Mahler and Emily Mahler McClung will present a workshop entitled “Three Keys for Success in Your 
Personal Pedagogical Pathway." Carol will present in-person, and Emily will be Skyped in from Prague, 
Czech Republic. Thanks to Elizabeth Moak, Vice President for Programs, for arranging this presentation. 
 
October brings a Recital in Celebration of Pianist George Imbragulio (10/1, 3 p.m., USM Marsh 
Auditorium). This special event will honor the legacy of the longtime USM piano faculty member with 
remarks by those who knew him and performances by USM faculty pianists. We will also hold HTML 
Student Recitals at Mississippi Music (10/28). 
 
In November, we look forward to attending the MMTA Fall Conference at Millsaps College. We are thrilled 
that Leon Fleisher is performing at USM on the 7th.  And of course, the highlight of the fall will be our 
biannual Composer Festival featuring Glenda Austin. All festival events will take place at Mississippi 
Music, and we are most grateful for their support. Ms. Austin will present a teachers’ workshop (11/17, 9 
a.m.) and HMTL students will perform her music in five recitals the evening of the 17th and morning of the 
18th. The commissioned solo, a lovely mid-intermediate level jazz waltz, Valse en vogue, will be performed at 
each recital. Many thanks go to Composer Festival Chair, Laura Broughton, for her tireless work on this 
event. 
 
Best wishes to all for a stimulating semester! 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Victoria Johnson 

Vicksburg MTA is grateful to the MMTA for approving our grant request, for us to hold a Piano Technique 
Workshop on Saturday, September 16, featuring Alice Ballard.  We are all looking forward to this event, and 
will invite other piano teachers who are not members to attend.  If you are interested in attending, please 
contact Jeanne Evans at ajevans88@bellsouth.net.  

We have a Halloween recital planned for October 28.   Our first recital of the year usually features just boys, 
so they’re encouraged and form solidarity with other guys studying piano.   Since the girls feel left out on 
this fun ‘costume’ recital, we are holding the Boys Recital on January 28, a week before the Super 
Bowl.    The Southern Cultural Heritage Center hosts “Holly Days,” on the first Saturday in December, and 
some of our teachers use this as a performance opportunity for Christmas music.   A duet/ensemble recital 
is planned for March 4, and Vicksburg Evaluations are set for April 14.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanne Evans 
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Gulf Coast Music Teachers Association 

 
     

   
 

 
Duo Piano Concert and Reception 

“First Thursday” Meetings/Programs 

Sonata-Sonatina Festival 

Christmas and Spring Luncheons 

Forty-Ninth Annual Bach Festival 

MMTA Area Evaluations 

Fall 2018 Piano Concert 

GCMTA’s Board Planning Meeting was held on July 19, at Mississippi Music in Biloxi, with six in 
attendance.  Officers for this year are Carol Mahler, President; Sarah Dukeman, Vice-President; Valerie 
Wilkerson, Recording Secretary; Mandy Long, Treasurer; and Bonnie Sheldon, Web and Membership 
Manager. Filling chair positions for this year are:  Dawn Nelson and Bonnie Sheldon, Music Festival Co-
Chairs; Carol Mahler and Angela Hsu, Pre-College Evaluations Co-Chairs; and Carol Mahler, Publicity.  

Our kick-off meeting will be held at Mississippi Music on Thursday, September 14.  The program’s topic 
will be “Orientation:  What Are GCMTA’s Events About, Anyway?”  Sarah Dukeman and Bonnie Sheldon 
are teaming up to put together informational bags for all attending, in addition to planning a fun game of 
“Rhythmic Cups.”  The November 16 program will feature a panel of GCMTA teachers who have had 
experience teaching special students in their individual studios.  Also on the panel will be retired classroom 
special education teacher Debby Levy.  Business meetings, starting at 9:30, will be held prior to these 
programs. 

We hope to do a field-trip style recital, the destination’s being the Steinway Piano Gallery in Spanish Fort, 
Alabama, to give students the opportunity to perform on Van Cliburn’s personal Steinway piano.   

During the planning meeting, the Festival committee presented the new flow-chart which will be 
implemented during next FebruaryÕs Music Festival at Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College – Jess 
Davis Campus in Gulfport.  We are very excited about the prospect of having a more orderly and relaxed 
day of adjudications and Honors Recitals.  There will even be a photo op station!  We are also hoping to 
sponsor another master class during the Winter-Spring semester.    

I look forward to serving again alongside our dedicated Board members this coming year as our 
membership base continues to increase in numbers and enthusiasm. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Carol Mahler,  

GCMTA President  
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      JONES COUNTY MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
      Janine Beasley, President 

 

      August 19, 2017 

 
 
 
This summer we planned our year, and dates for Showcase Recital, Solo-Sonata Competition, 
and Ensemble Festival were determined. We also selected music for Solo-Sonata Competition 
and Ensemble Festival.  

 

Kelly Shows has graciously accepted the position of district chair for MMTA Evaluations for the 
Ellisville district. This left our Ensemble Festival chair position open, and Marilyn Huff stepped 
up and filled that position. Based on membership, we have filled other positions on committees  
in our association, 

 

A luncheon meeting will be held at MorganÕs on Main in Collins September 9, 2017. This 
meeting will serve to disseminate information and yearbooks to the members of JCMTA. 

 

The JCMTA annual Showcase Recital will be held on Sunday, November 12, 2017. Student 
performers and composers will be highlighted at this event. 

 

The JCMTA annual Solo and Sonata Competition will be held on Saturday, January 20, 2018. 
The competition is for students sixth through twelfth grade. 

 

JCMTA will hold its annual Ensemble Festival February 24, 2018. 

 

Business meetings will be held prior to the above events. 

 

Jones County Music Teachers Association will participate in the Ellisville area MMTA 
Evaluations April 14, 2018 at Jones County Junior College.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janine Beasley 

 



 

 

Mississippi Music Teacher Fall 2017 

10 

	 	

	 																																		!"#$"%&"'()*(+,-. (

Members	of	Music	Forum	of	Jackson	expect	this	to	be	an	auspicious	year	as	we	have	begun	to	celebrate	

our	50th	Anniversary	year.		Patsy	Simpson	is	our	Anniversary	Committee	Chairman.	Our	kickoff	event,	a	
duo	 piano	 concert,	 featuring	 Karen	 Laubengayer	 and	 her	 brother	 Paul	 Laubengayer	 and	 also	 the	
husband	and	wife	team	Sandra	and	Frank	Polanski	on	Saturday,	August	26	at	the	Municipal	Art	Gallery	

was	enthusiastically	enjoyed	by	a	standing	room	only	crowd,	followed	by	a	reception.	

Since	 in	 the	early	years	Music	Forum	met	 the	 first	Thursday	of	every	month,	we	are	 resurrecting	 that	
tradition	 with	 “First	 Thursday”	 meetings	 in	 members’	 homes	 in	 September,	 October,	 January,	 and	
March,	 leaving	 November	 for	 our	 Sonata/Sonatina	 Festival,	 February	 for	 Bach	 Festival,	 and	 April	 for	

MMTA	Auditions.	We	will	celebrate	in	December	with	a	Dec.	7	Christmas	luncheon	at	Anjou	Restaurant		
featuring	Marilyn	Tinnin,	editor/publisher	of	Christian	Living	magazine;	Marilyn	is	a	former	Music	Forum	
member.		These	various	program	meetings	will	feature	memories	of	each	decade.		We	will	have	another	

luncheon	in	May	to	close	the	year.	We	are	also	forecasting	a	concert	next	fall	 to	close	the	celebration	
and	inaugurate	the	next	fifty	years.	

!"#$%&'(")*+#$,-.	in	the	August	24th	edition	featured	Music	Forum	of	Jackson’s	history	and	celebration	
plans,	with	interviews	of	several	members	and	officers,	complete	with	picture.	The	story	can	be	found	

online:		
https://cdn.flipsnack.com/widget/v2/flipsnackwidget.html?hash=fdzjl7dg8&bgcolor=EEEEEE&t=150350
5942		

Our	 Sonata/Sonatina	 Festival,	 for	 students	 of	 our	 own	 members,	 is	 scheduled	 for	 November	 18	 at	

Millsaps	College,	co-chaired	by	Donna	Reed	and	Patsy	Simpson.	

Our	 Forty-Ninth	 Bach	 Festival	 is	 scheduled	 for	 February	 10	 at	 Hinds	 Community	 College,	 chaired	 by	
Kathie	Lott.	Brochures	have	been	mailed	out	and	will	be	also	posted	on	our	website.	

We	are	also	anticipating	facilitating	the	MMTA	Area	Pre-College	Evaluations	on	April	7,	with	the	location	
still	to	be	decided.	

Respectfully	submitted,	

Carol	S.	Durham		
President,	MFJ	
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2017 Conference, November 3—4, 2017 

Millsaps College, Jackson  
 Jane Magrath 

 
Jane Magrath is internationally known as an 
author, clinician, and pianist. Her book The 
Pianist's Guide to Standard Teaching and 
Performance Literature has become a classic 
reference work for pianists throughout the United 
States and abroad, and Magrath's work in the area 
of the standard classical teaching literature has 
been central to the current revival of interest in this 
music throughout the U.S.  She introduced a 
leveling system of learning piano that is now a 
standard widely used throughout the nation.  
Magrath also is known for her varied piano 
literature editions through Alfred Publishing Co. 
that are used widely in the US and abroad.  
 Dr. Magrath is frequently in demand as a 
clinician and teacher.  She has performed and 
given presentations throughout the world including 
Europe, Canada, Australia, Korea, Malaysia and 
New Zealand where her workshops and master 
classes have drawn strong acclaim.  Magrath has 
served as Piano Coordinator for National 
Conventions of Music Teachers National 
Association and given presentations at MTNA 
National Conventions, the European Piano 
Teachers Association Conference, the National 
Conference on Piano Pedagogy, the World Piano 
Pedagogy Conference and at many state MTNA 
conventions. Her articles have appeared in the 

major piano journals. During various periods, she contributed New Music Reviews to Clavier, the 
column Polyphony to The American Music Teacher and a column Musings to Clavier Companion.  She 
was named the first recipient of the MTNA/Frances Clark Keyboard Pedagogy Award for an 
Outstanding Contribution to Piano Pedagogy. Magrath currently directs the two-week Piano Seminar 
affiliated with the Classical Music Festival each August in Eisenstadt, Austria.   
 Magrath was the first person to receive the DM in Piano Performance and Pedagogy from 
Northwestern University and also received the MM at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill and 
the BM from Wesleyan College.  She has received a Regents' Award for Superior Teaching, the 
Associates' Distinguished Lectureship Award, and the Rinsland Award for Excellence in Educational 
Research.  Magrath also was named McCasland Presidential Professor, Rothbaum Presidential 
Professor, Oklahoma Music Teachers Association Teacher of the Year, and Oklahoma Musician of the 
Year by the Oklahoma Federation of Music Clubs. In 2009 she received the Neustadt Award from the 
University, given to an advocate for students and nominated by students. In 2016 she was inducted into 
the Oklahoma Heritage Society Higher Education Hall of Fame.   
 Currently, Magrath is Regents' Professor and holds the Grant Endowed Chair in Piano Pedagogy 
at the University of Oklahoma, where serves as Director of Piano Pedagogy. Students and former 
students have been placed in university and college teaching positions throughout the US, and many 
have won numerous prizes and competitions.    
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Athens Guitar Duo 
 
     Whether it is for a large audience in 
Beijing, China, or an intimate in-home concert 
for a collection of enthusiasts in Monterrey, 
California, the Athens Guitar Duo (AG²) is 
becoming known for leaving “a deep 
impression on the audience with their 
passionate, meticulous, and masterful 
artistry.” They have opened up the world of 
the guitar to new audiences and have 
promoted the works of both modern and 
traditional composers with a youthfulness and 
freshness that makes the music of those 
composers come alive. And, after a busy first 

four years as a duo, the AG² is continuing to push the boundaries of the guitar on concert stages 
throughout the world. 
  
ItÕs really exciting, the way they play the guitar; itÕs like they bring something quite new out of it. The guitar 
has a sort of sound which everybody knows, but you listen to the way they are playing it and they are 
treating it as if itÕs a new instrumentÉ I thought [their performance of Princess of Lykia] was really 
riveting: beautiful playing. Very sensitive. 
                                                                        -Gregers Brinch, Composer 
  
       Dusty Woodruff and Matthew Anderson met while studying at the University of Georgia with 
renowned teacher and Segovia student, John Sutherland. Formerly a part of the Athens Guitar Trio, 
Woodruff and Anderson have performed together for over a decade. Each member plays a guitar built 
by master luthier, Kenny Hill; these include an extremely rare 11-string guitar that extends the 
ensemble’s range. With this unique combination, the AG² explores the expressive capabilities of their 
instruments through diverse repertoire selections and creative and entertaining arrangements—some of 
which can be found on their debut CD, Magellan’s Playlist, Volume 1, on the Claudio Records label. 
This recording has received many positive reviews, and it has been featured on NPR’s “Classical Guitar 
Alive!,” BBC Radio’s “Late Junction with Nick Luscombe,” as well as other radio stations throughout 
the world. The AG2 is pleased to announce the arrival of their second CD Recuerdos.   
       In the near future, the Athens Guitar Duo will be working on a Christmas setting for guitar duo and 
children’s choir, as well as a program of works and arrangements for soprano and guitar duo.   
  
The playing is first-class, utterly convincing and the overall impression is one of deep musicality and 
welcoming, fascinating moods. A very strongly recommended issue, outstandingly well recorded. 
                                                            -Musical Opinion UK 
 
        The Athens Guitar Duo has performed and taught throughout the United States, Europe, and the 
People’s Republic of China. They have also been invited to perform for an impressive list of 
distinguished guests. These include former President of the United States, Jimmy Carter; the Pulitzer-
Prize winning composer, William Bolcom; Simone Fontanelli of the Mozarteum in Salzburg; and the 
world-renowned guitarist, Christopher Parkening. The AG²’s explorations into the depth and wealth of 
the guitar repertoire, along with their increased flexibility and dedication to producing great 
performances, will open to new audiences the joys to be found in this music. In the words of St. John 
Brown, of MeridianFM (in the UK): "I'm not really a great fan of the guitar, but I thought [their CD] 
was wonderful, and I've thoroughly enjoyed it!" 
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There can be no doubt as to the commitment of the Athens Guitar Duo to this music. There is a crispness, a 
colouration and a sense of involvement which is most attractive. As must be a requirement of good duos, they 
play as if joined at the hip. 
                                                        -David Billinge (Music Web International) 
!

Joe L. Alexander 
      The Mississippi Music Teachers Association, 
2017 Commissioned Composer is Dr. Joe L. 
Alexander. He grew up in Woodbridge, Virginia, a 
suburb of Washington, D.C. Alexander started 
playing music in sixth grade band where he played 
baritone. While in high school he switched 
instruments to tuba and has played it ever since. 
Alexander holds music degrees from East Carolina 
University (B.M. in Music Education), James 
Madison University (M.M. in Theory/Composition), 
and the University of North Texas (D.M.A. in 
Composition). He studied composition with Newel 
Kay Brown, Douglas Knehans, Martin Mailman, 
Cindy McTee, and James Riley. Tuba teachers 
include James Michael Dunn, Ken Meisinger, and 
Bruce Mosier. 
       With over 1500 performances of his original 
compositions and arrangements, his music has been 
performed throughout the United States, Ecuador, 
Germany, Greece, Scotland, and South Korea. 
Important performances include: the International 

Tuba Euphonium Conference and the National Association of Composers, USA, National Conference, 
Bowling Green State University’s 21st New Music & Art Festival, the 2015 Electroacoustic Barn Dance, 
the 2nd Birmingham New Music Festival, the 2015 New Music on the Bayou Festival and New Music for 
Young Ensemble Composers' Competition. In 2002, the Monroe (Louisiana) Symphony Orchestra 
commissioned him to compose Louisiana Blue (baritone voice, flute, piano with orchestra 
accompaniment). His Two Bryant Songs (soprano, Bb clarinet and piano) are recorded on the CD, 
Winds and Voices, by Living Artist Recordings. Recent performances include Daniel Immel, piano, 
performing Salonika Fantasy in Thessaloniki, Greece; and the Misssissippi University for Women’s 
Chamber Choir singing Blue Jay, Sing a Tune and Summer Sounds Beckon Me in Edinburgh, Scotland. 
In 2012, he was the Louisiana Music Teachers Association’s Commissioned Composer.  

        Dr. Alexander is an Assistant Professor of Music at the “W” where he teaches Theory, 
Composition, Music History and Low Brass. He also serves as the National Treasurer for NACUSA. In 
2005 & 2010, he hosted the Southeastern Composers League’s Forum and the 2013 NACUSA National 
Festival at Louisiana Tech University. Additional information about the composer can be found by 
visiting his website, jlacomposer.com.  
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Sue Steck-Turner  
!!!!!!!!Sue Steck-Turner is an independent piano 
teacher in Lafayette. She holds a B.M.E. from 
Bowling Green State University (Ohio) and a 
M.M. in Piano Performance from the 
University of Maryland.  Additionally she has 
studied with Frank Glazer at the Eastman 
School of Music and with Albert Hirsh at the 
American Institute of Musical Studies in 
Graz, Austria. 
        She has served on the music faculties at 
the State University of New York at Oswego 
and University of Southwestern Louisiana 
(UL-L) and is the recipient of the SUNY 
Chancellors Award for Excellence in 
Teaching (1982), the Louisiana Music 
Teachers AssociationÕs Outstanding Teacher 
Award (1999), and the Music Teachers 
National AssociationÕs Teacher of the Year 
Award (2011). Ms. Steck-Turner has been an 
active presenter and clinician in both state and 
national conferences and has performed 
extensively as a collaborative pianist 
throughout Upstate New York and Louisiana. 

 

Please check the conference page of the MMTA website for more 
updates as they become available. 

http://www.msmusicteachers.org/conference.php  
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Susan A. Smith, Division Chair

www.jcjc.edu/programs/finearts

Mike Boyd, Guitar/Music Survey
Jennifer Bruton, Theater/Voice
Ben Burge, Band/Woodwinds
Joel Dunlap, Concer Choir
Mackenzie Edgley, Low Brass
David Goldblatt, Piano
Kristopher Grant, Percussion/Band

Victoria Johnson, Piano
Lindsey Keay, Flute/Band

Patrick Richards, High Brass
Theresa Sanchez, Piano/Music Literature

Susan A. Smith, Voice/Theory/JC Voices
Gregory Wascoe, Voice/Ear Training
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Mark Your Calendar  

November 3-4, 2017 – MMTA State Conference – Millsaps College, Jackson 

November 3, 2017 – MTNA State Competitions – Millsaps College, Jackson  

November 4, 2017 – MMTA Pre -College Concerto Competition – Millsaps College, 
Jackson  

January 12-15, 2018 – MTNA Southern Division Competitions – Liberty University, 
Lynchburg, VA  

March 3, 2018 – MMTA Collegiate Competitions – Jones County Junior College, Ellisville  

April 7, 2018 – 2018 MMTA Pre -College Evaluations – Goodman, Hattiesburg, Jackson, 
Oxford, and Tupelo  

April 14, 2018 – 2018 MMTA Pre -College Evaluations – Columbus/Starkville, Ellisville 
Gulf Coast, and Vicksburg 

April 22, 2018 – MVSU Piano Festival – Mississippi Valley State University, Itta Bena  

May 19, 2018 – MMTA Pre -College Finals – Hinds Community College, Raymond  

 
 

Do you have an event you would like to be placed in the Mississippi Music Teacher?  Contact 
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Mississippi Music Teacher is published online three 
times per year.  Address all communications, articles, 

and pictures to the Editor.  The MMT is available to the 
public on the MMTA website in PDF format.   

ADVERTISING: Limited advertising space is available 
for firms or individuals who have a product or service 
of specific interest or benefit to MMTA members.  All 

correspondence regarding advertising should be sent to 
the VP for Public Relations. 

YEARLY ADVERSTISING RATES (size in inches) 

2 !  x 1 $70   2 !  x 2 !   $120 

2 !  x 4 5/8  $170        2 !  x 7 $240 

4 5/8 x 4 5/8  $275  4 5/8 x 7 (half page) $500 

7 x 9 !  (full page)  $900 

Conference printed edition ads can be purchased for 
that one edition for 1/3 of the above prices.  
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MMTA Officers  
President  

Alice Ballard  
Hinds Community College  
P.O. Box 1100 
Raymond, MS 39154 
Phone: 769-226-7038 
Work: 601-857-3528 
Alice.Ballard@hindscc.edu 

 
President Elect  

Victoria Johnson 
205 N 24th Ave  
Hattiesburg, MS 39437 
Phone: 601-320-2121 
vjohnson.piano@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President  

 
Ellen Price Elder 
261 Timberton Dr.  
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Phone: 601-467-9745 
ellen@ellenelder.com 

VP for Membership & Web Management  

Janine Beasley 
3122 N 5th Ave. 
Laurel, MS 39440 
Phone: 601-649-9240 
music@beasinc.com 

VP for Collegiate & National Competions  

Phyllis Lewis -Hale 
Jackson State University 
Department of Music  
P.O. Box 17055 
Jackson, MS 39217 
Phone: 601-979-2984 
phyllis.lewis -hale@jsums.edu 

VP for Pre -College Performances  

Jung-Won Shin 
Delta State University  
Department of Music  
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4123 

VP for Pre -College Evaluations  (Co-Chair)  

Dixie Lawson  
29 Scarlett St. 
Purvis, MS 39475 
Phone: 601-268-6216 
musicmom1986@gmail.com 

VP for Pre-College Evaluations  (Co-Chair)  

Melinda Porter  
5643 Hwy 18 W Ste J 
Jackson, MS 39209 
Phone: 601-573-6895 
majorscales@aol.com 

VP for Public Relations (Newsletter Editor)  

Stephanie Holmes 
226 Hillcrest Drive  
Kosciusko, MS 39090 
Phone: 662-417-1390 
sholmes057@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Yvonne Young-McGrath  
753 Canterbury Dr 
Biloxi, MS 39532-4303 
Phone: 228-617-9127 
mcgmomx4@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Chris Ballard  
220 Devenport Circle 
Raymond, MS 39154 
gifblue@yahoo.com  

Appointed Officers  

Chair of Theory & Composition  

Benjamin Williams  
1221 Cliffdale Dr 
Clinton, MS 39056 
Phone: 601-925-7739 
benwilliams@mc.edu 

Chair of Independent Music Teachers Forum  

Position not filled  
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Chair of College Faculty Forum  

Alice Ballard  
Hinds Community College  
P.O. Box 1100 
Raymond, MS 39154 
Phone: 769-226-7038 
Work: 601-857-3528 
Alice.Ballard@hindscc.edu 

Chair of Certification  
 

Jacquelyn Thornell 

5929 Lake Trace Circle 

Jackson, MS 39211 

Phone: 601-952-0060 

Jsthornell@bellsouth.net 

Assistant to the VP for Public 
Relations  

Position not filled  

Webmaster 

Handmade Designs                                                   
Toll Free 1 -877 -467 -2660    
www.handmadedesigns.com  

Performance Area Chairs  

Brass 

Douglas Mark  
Delta State University  
Department of Music  
PO Box 3256 
Cleveland, MS 38733 
Phone: 662-846-4607 
dmark@deltastate.edu 

Chamber Music/Jazz  

Position not filled  

Guitar  

John Jackson 
Hinds Community College  
P.O. Box 1100 
Raymond, MS 39154 
Phone: 662-857-3802 
john.jackson3@hindscc.edu 

Piano 

Elizabeth Moak  
609 Woodbine Lane 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402 
Phone: 601-268-5524 
elizabeth.moak@usm.edu 

Strings  

Alexander Russakovsky 
University of Southern Mississippi  
School of Music 
118 College Drive, # 5081 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406 
Phone: 601-266 6851 
arussakovsky@hotmail.com 

Voice  

Susan A. Smith 
Jones County Junior College 
900 South Court Street 
Ellisville, MS 39437 
Phone: 601-477-4024 
susan.smith@jcjc.edu 

Woodwinds  

Danilo Mezzadri  
University of Sout hern Mississippi  
School of Music  
118 College Dr. #5081 
Hattiesburg , MS 39406 
Phone: 601-266-5093 
danilo.mezzadri@usm.edu 

Collaborative Arts  

Jacob Coleman 
University of Southern Mississippi  
School of Music  
118 College Dr. #5081 
Hattiesburg , MS 39406 
Phone: 601-266-5543 
jacob.coleman@usm.edu 

Local Affiliates  

Golden Triangle Music Forum  

Katie Wallace 
1223 Meadowlark Dr.  
Starkville, MS 39759 
Phone: 662-341-5117 
wallacepiano5@gmail.com 
 

Gulf Coast MTA  

Carol Mahler  
9428 Hidden Acres Road 
Pass Christian, MS 39571 
Phone: 228-586-1879 
jmdoc@bellsouth.net 

Hattiesburg Music Teachers League  

Victoria Johnson 
205 N 24th Ave  
Hattiesburg, MS 39437 
Phone: 601-320-2121 
vjohnson.piano@gmail.com 

Jones County MTA  

Janine Beasley 
3122 N 5th Ave. 
Laurel, MS 39440 
Phone: 601-649-9240 
music@beasinc.com 

Music Forum of Jackson  

Carol Durham  
304 Camp Garaywa Road 
Clinto n, MS 39056 
Phone: 601-924-0469 
cdurham@comcast.net 

Music Forum of Tupelo  

L. Darwin Brooks  
115 Locust Hill Rd. 
Belden, MS 38826 
Phone: 662-842-0673 
dbrooks@network-one.com 

Vicksburg MTA  

Jeanne Evans 
3140 Drummond St 
Vicksburg, MS 39180-4912 
Phone: 601-634-0826 
ajevans88@bellsouth.net 
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From the MMT Edito r 

Our Fall Conference is quickly approaching!  IÕm excited about 
the line up we have for this yearÕs conference.  We are going to 
have great presentations, great music, and a great chance to 
catch up with our colleagues from around the state.   

Victoria Johnson has been instrumental in planning this yearÕs 
conference.  When you see her, be sure to thank her for all of 
her hard work.  

See you at Millsaps! 
Stephanie Holmes 

Editor 

 

 

  

Mississippi Music Teacher  

Stephanie Holmes, editor 

226 Hillcrest Drive  
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090 
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From the MMT Editor  

Stephanie Holmes 

Editor 

My pastor plays the guitar at several restaurants around Kosciusko and 
Jackson.  He recently told me about a conversation he had with one of his 
friends.  Don made the comment that he wanted to be a better musician.  
His friend told him that he was a good musician  simply because he had 
the gift of music.  He just had to learn how to tap in to that gift better.   
 
I believe that every child I teach has musical ability.  Some may just have 
more than others!  However, it is my job to teach them how to tap into 
that ability and become the pianist they are meant to be.  As pre-college 
auditions approach (Are they reall y in a month?!?), I hope to teach my 
students how to reach their potential .  I hope youÕll do the same. 
 
Happy 2012!  
 


